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The Secret Place 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


HERE is a secret place wherein 
My weary soul may rest, 
Safe-shadowed by the Lord Most High, 

Close-cradled on His breast. ' 


A place where I may drop my load 
Of pain and grief and fears, 

Forgetting all in love of Him . 

- Who wipes away my tears. 

How many dusty roads and long 
My pilgrim feet have trod, 

Searching, but never finding out 
This secret place of God! 


Until at last I met my Lord 
And found, one blessed day, 

That though He was the Journey’s End, 
He was Himself the Way! 


Behind the Scenes 


Prominence in Christian work is 
not a guarantee of the greatest reward. 
The leaders in various fields of service 


passenger was battered by the storm, 
“they used helps, undergirding the ship” 
(Acts 27:17) — and it takes a great many 
helpers today to “undergird’ every 
Christian organization. Many of these 
helpers are women, content to take sec- 
ond place and do the drudgery in home 
and office in order that the men may 
have larger usefulness for their talents. 
Among these are the secretaries of pas- 
tors of large churches, of prominent 
speakers and writers, of business execu- 
tives, editors, and college presidents; 
here, too, are found proofreaders, ac- 
countants, clerks doing monotonous jobs; 
and there is a great host of women 
teachers, in. Sunday school, grammar 
school, high school, and college, strug- 
gling with problems of discipline and 
trying to impart knowledge to young 
heads’ and hearts. And who can say 
enough of the faithful, loving, Christian 
wives? They prepare meals and wash 


endless streams of dishes and clothes; 
train the children in the things of the 
Lord ahd get them off to school at least 
180 days out of the year; entertain 
guests; and encourage and support their 
husbands while they deliberate with 
committees, see frequent and interest- 
ing changes of scene, preach to hundreds, 
write for thousands, and speak to tens 
of thousands over the radio. But let 
all of these take courage, for they have 
every right to take for themselves those 
two heartening reminders of the apostle: 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren [or sis- 
ters], be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
asmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58); 
“For God is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and labour of ‘love, which 
ye have shewed toward his name, in that 
ye have ministered to the saints, and do 
minister” (Heb. 6:10). 


“My Yoke Is Easy” 


OST Christians are carrying heavy 
loads which God never intended 
that they should carry. These 

unnecessary burdens keep us from bear- 
ing the ones we ought to bear, the 
prayer-burdens of the heart of God. 
And*so long as we are tugging at the 
Lord’s side of the yoke, we are hinder- 
ing the perfect teamwork to which He 
invites us. It is our side of the yoke 
that is easy. He will bear the burden 
and the heat of the day. 

With a delightful sense of freedom, I 
have come to realize in fact, that I have 
only my half of any bargain to keep. 
For years I tried to.keep both, but now 








ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest,” I will simply come. ° 
With my eyes upon the One altogether 
lovely, my heart aglow with the light 
of His countenance, I will come unto 
Him. He gives rest. 

“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him; and he shall bring it to 
pass.” How often have I “committed” 
a pressing need to my Lord, and then 
set about trying to bring it to pass, if 
not actually, at least in my mind. Of 
course, I am not speaking of something 
that is up to me to bring to pass, but 
of the answer to a problem that only’ 
God can solve. 













=O could not accomplish what they do with. I am concerning myself only with what Why should I sit up nights trying to 
os 4 out the constant support of unknown is required of me. I am the one who figure out God’s half of the bargain? 
a helpers who work behind the front may not be faithful. God can be de- Mine is to commit. That done, I can 
wo lines. Scripture gives a real place to pended upon. safely go about other business, serenely 
Par such persons, for at the end of the out- So when He says, “Come unto me, all sure that God can be relied on. If He 
o> standing chapter on spiritual gifts (1 says He will bring it to pass, He will | 
4. Cor. 12:28) the word “helps” is included bring it to pass. 
o in the list of those whom God has given Comfort for Dark Days *“Delight thyself also in the Lord; and 
=z to the Church. The plural form of this —— he shall give thee the desires of thine 
ean English noun occurs twice in the New “When thou goest out to battle heart” (Psa. 37:4). I used to slide over 
peed Testament, and in the other passage it against thine enemies ... be not that first part, hastily reminding the 
ww gives a good illustration of the service afraid of them: for the Lord thy Lord that I was delighting myself in 
= rendered by many an unknown worker. God is with thee” (Deut. 20:1). Him, and then spend my time yearning 
When the ship in which Paul was a 1} and longing for the desires of my heart. 
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Such intense desires must be granted 
by their very intensity. But the in- 
tensity of my desires was not the condi- 
tion of their fulfillment. “Delight thy- 
self in the Lord.” That is a pursuit 
worthy of time and eternity. 

In delighting myself in the Lord, I am 
lost in His loveliness. I am so filled with 
love for my Saviour that I want what- 
ever He wants with a consuming fire 
that burns out the dross of my own sin- 
tainted desires. Wanting only what will 
please Him, the Spirit of God prays 
within me the prayer of faith. I need 
not pry into His workings. He és bound 
by His Word io fulfill desires that have 
grown out of my delight in the Lord. 

“No good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly” (Psa. 84:11). 
How I have dwelt on God’s part of that 
promise! “No good thing will he with- 
hold.” No—good—thing. I should 
have been concentrating on walking up- 
rightly. I wouldn’t have to spend so 

‘much time reminding God of His prom- 
ises if I spent more in fulfilling the 
conditions. . 

Talking one day with a dear woman 
who was smoking a cigarette at the 
time, and who was badly tangled up in 
a false cult, I was astonished to hear 
her quote the Ninety-first Psalm — verse 
after verse of it, all those beautiful, 
strong, all-sufficient promises to the 
one who dwells in the secret place of 
the Most High, under the shadow of 
the Almighty. I instantly recognized the 
incongruity of her misplaced trust in 
promises not meant for her. But had 
I been comforting myself with assur- 
ances of the Father’s care, while wan- 
dering out from under His wings? I’m 
afraid I had, often. 

We have all heafd the unsaved, or the 
worldly Christian say, “Oh, well, ‘All 
things work together for good.’” There 
is no period after good. The phrase that 
should concern us is, “to them that love 
God.” 

It was such a relief to me to discover 
that I do not have to work things out. 
I have only to love God. I can concen- 
trate on that. I will worship the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness—-clothed in 
the robes of His own righteousness — 
and leave the working to Him. Even 
when my life is a very busy one, all full 
of happenings, still the working is His. 
There is no fret or strain. I can sing 
His praises while He works in and 
through me. My meditation of Him 
shall be sweet. I will be glad in the 
Lord. 

If I do not bring forth much fruit, I 
am not abiding in the vine. The tree 
planted by the rivers of water does 
nothing toward producing fruit but stay 
in the rich earth, drawing constantly 
upon its source of life. 

I need not keep looking at those prom- 
ises as if there were something the mat- 
ter with them, The promises are true, 
but I am paying more attention to God’s 
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part than to mine. “Abide in me.” Stay 
right there all the time, not only when 
I want something, but all the time. 
God’s laws work and His Word cannot 
be broken. 

The Word is full of promises to those 
who wait upon God. “They that wait 


upon the Lord shall renew their 


strength” (Isa. 40:31). We have so 
counted on that when we were weak 
and in need of strength. "Yet we con- 
tinue to faint and fall with the young 
men of the previous verse, because we 
have never learned what it means. Now, 
when I am weak, I do not worry about 
not having strength. I wait upon the 
Lord. It is a wonderful life — just wait- 
ing on God. It does not necessarily 
imply inactivity, though there should 
be quiet time before Him. It is a heart 
attitude. Wait upon the Lord. The mir- 
acle of renewed ength is the result 
of the working of ‘the laws of the spir- 
itual world. We need not agonize to 
be strong. We need to wait upon the 
Lord, 

How free we are to live Heavenward! 
God will take care of our earthly needs, 
as well as of the heavenly, while we 
behold as in a glass the’glory of. the 
Lord and are changed into His image 
from glory to glory. 

Do we want to be like Him? .Behold 
the glory of the Lord! We cannot be- 
hold without being changed. 

I am so grateful to God that I have 
learned to concern myself primarily with 
my half of His promises, while rejoicing 
in the sure fulfillment of His half. He 
is faithful that promised. Oh, may I 
be faithful ! J e 

we 


a 


Notes on Open Letters 


Mission Work on Martinique 


In the recent issue of the Tres, 
that is, the issue of February 8,.ijn your 
“Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought,” you made a. statement that 
I believe shows you are’ not aware of 
the latest developments. 


You stated that there is no mission- 
ary on the island of Martinique and 
that it was still closed to the Gospel. 
Just the other day I received a gen- 
eral letter from a close friend of mine, 
the Rev. C. C. Shoemaker, Jr., written 
from Fort DeFrance, Martinique. 
Brother Shoemaker arrived in - 
tinique on November 17, 1946, to es- 
tablish a new work on the island, at 
the request of the French Government, 
and he is there under the mission 
board, Christian Missions, Inc., 140 
Market St., Paterson 1, J. Ina 
short time he plans to have a com- 
plete station se -up and a large staff, 
and the Gospel going out into the sin 
and degradation of this island.—An 
Ohio reader. 


Other readers have also written the 
Trmes concerning this new work. Its 
field includes both the islands of Mar- 
tinique and Guadeloupe in the West In- 
dies. Christian Missions, Inc., is an in- 
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dependent Baptist mission in fellowship 
witb the General Association of Regular 
Baptists. A recent issue of the Baptist 
Bulletin, organ of the G.A.R.B., contains 
a letter from Mr. C. C. Shoemaker, in 
which he outlines some of the difficulties 
he has encountered, and also a report 
of the secretary, Mr. Joseph McCaba. 
Mr. Shoemaker writes: 


Unforeseen and seemingly outrage- 
ous demands have been made upon us. 
Certainly the powers of darkness are 
busily engaged in endeavoring to hin- 
der the work. The government has 
demanded a 70 per cent duty on our 
truck, which is on thé value in the 
States plus freight to Martinique. They 
also duty on all of our goods, used 
as well as new, and this is the value 
in the States, plus freight. ...A small 
band of Christians was found here, 
with no outside connections, who were 

raying for a Baptist a. I 

ave preached three times with an 
interpreter, and already souls have 
been sav Pray for this work, as 
we instruct and train these natives to 
reach their own people. 


Old Copies of the Times 


I did not sufficiently consider when 
“I made my offer of names for old 
copies of the Times what a hap- 
pen. To date I have received 500 ap- 
plications, many asking for several 
names, far outstripping our present 
lists. We are cumnivink as many as 
we have, and I am sending a dupli- 
cated letter to the rest. ... I believe 
we have applications from every state 
in the Union, and with scarcely an 
exception the letters breathe devotion 
to rist, which is very lovely. We 
do not want to give names of people 
who might be subscribers to THE Sun- 

DAY ScHoot Times, as the aim is to 

reach those who either cannot or 

would not be likely to subscribe.— 

Wm. A. Fuller, General by oh! The 

Railway Mission, 29 Elam Place, Buffalo 

14, N. Y.; 106 Evelyn Crescent, To- 

ronto 9, Ont. 

This letter refers to a note in the 
Tmes, January 4, saying that Mr. Fuller 
would be glad to send addresses to those 
who would like to pass on to others 
their old copies of the Tmves. In a 
mimeographed letter sent to inquirers 
Mr. Fuller explains that his list of names 
is exhausted for the present, and that 
he is sending only one name and address 
to each inquirer. He also notifies 
the homes that they will be receiving 
the paper. For further correspondence, 
he invites readers to write him at either 
the Buffalo or Toronto address, and re- 
minds readers that post cards to Canada 
take two cents postage. Mr. Fuller also 
publishes a paper called the Broadcaster, 
a fine Christian paper for railroad men. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all’ departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Signs of the End of the Age 


Are there any events in our day that may 
point to the near return of the Lord? 


To Bible never speaks of the end 
of the world. It is a grievous fault 
of English, translations generally 
that they frequently have the words, 
“the end of the world,” but it ought 
always to read, “the end of the age.” 

The Scriptures divide time into periods 
of unequal length, and these divisions 
are called “ages” or “dispensations.” We 
are now living in the age or dispensa- 
tion of grace, which began with the 
great Day of Pentecost, described in the 
second chapter of the Acts, and which 
will end with the Rapture, or catching 
up of the redeemed, described in the 
fourth chapter of 1 Thessalonians, verses 
13-18. 

Strictly speaking, the dispensation of 
Law, beginning with the events de- 
scribed in the twentieth chapter of Ex- 
odus, has not yet ended. The Church 
age is a parenthesis, interrupting the 
age of Law, and pushing forward, so 
to speak, the final seven years of the 
age of Law, these seven years being 
often referred to as “Daniel’s Seventi- 
eth Week” (Dan. 9:25-27). This will 
be discussed later on. 

Again, strictly speaking, there is no 
teaching of Scripture concerning signs 
of the end of the Church age. The signs 
considered in this study are signs of the 
end of the age interrupted by the coming 
in of the Church, and to be completed 
after the Church has been completed 
and removed from the earth in the Rap- 
ture. The Rapture itself is to be the 
theme of our third study. 


The Rapture and the Second Coming 


Yet again, strictly speaking, we should 
not confuse the Rapture with the second 
coming of Christ. The second coming 
of Christ is His return to the earth to 
set up His Kingdom, but the Rapture 
is His coming into the air seven years 
before, to catch up His own to Himself. 
The second coming of Christ is to be 
preceded by certain predicted signs, but 
the Rapture is a timeless and signless 
event which is always imminent; it may 
transpire at any moment. 

But, someone may ask, what is the 
point in discussing the signs of the end 
of the seventieth week of Daniel when 
it has not yet begun and cannot begin 
until. the Church is completed and re- 
moved from the earth? 

The answer is that these signs of the 
end of the interrupted age may be suffi- 
ciently far-reaching to be seen before 
the Church has been completed and 
caught up. There is an old proverb that 
“coming events cast their shadows before 


By WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL, D.D. 


Six points are given by Dr. Pettin- 
gill, as he outlines the happenings 
and characteristics that will mark 
the end of this dispensation accord- 
ing to many prophetic passages of 
Scripture. Readers will be interested 
to note that these signs are preva- 
lent today. Dr. Pettingill is careful, 
however, not to set any dates, for 
he maintains, as he has always 
done, that no one knows when the 
Lord . Jesus will return for His 
Church, but that the Rapture may 
occur at any moment. This is the 
second article in his series on proph- 
ecy, which will be continued next 
week. 








them.” The second coming of Christ is 
a tremendous event, and it may be quite 
possible that the signs to precede it may 
reach far enough to warn those now 
living that the great event is near. And 
if the second coming of Christ is near, 
the Rapture is nearer! 

‘Let us now consider some of the signs 
of the endtime, as revealed in the Word 
of God. 


1. The widespread apostasy. In 1 Tim- 
othy 4:1, 2, “the Spirit speaketh ex- 
pressly, that in the latter times some 
shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits, and, doctrines of 
devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; hav- 
ing their conscience seared with a hot 
iron,” ete. And in 2 Timothy 3:1-5, it 
is written: “This know also, that in 
the last days perilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blas- 
phemers, disobedient to parents, un- 
thankful, unholy, without natural af- 
fection, -trucebreakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, dispisers of those 
that are good, traitors, heady, high- 
minded, lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God; having a form of godli- 
ness, but denying the power thereof: 
from such turn away.” J 

This is apostasy, and no one whose 
eyes are open can fail to see that these 
are definitely the distinguishing char- 
acteristics of these days. Therefore, 
here are indications that these days are 
the “last days,” the “latter times,” de- 
scribed by Paul. “Apostasy, ‘falling 
away,’” says Dr. Scofield, “is' the act 
of professed Christians who deliberately 
reject revealed truth (1) as to the deity 
of Jesus Christ, and (2) redemption 
through His atoning and redeeming sac- 
rifice (1 John 4:1-3; Phil. 3:18; 2 Pet. 
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2:1). Apostasy differs therefore from 
error concerning truth, which may be 
the result of ignorance (Acts 19:1-6), 
or heresy, which may be due to the 
snare of Satan (2 Tim. 2:25, 26), both 
of which may consist with true faith. 
The apostate is perfectly described in 
2 Timothy 4:3, 4. Apostates depart from 
the faith, but not from the outward pro- 
fession of Christianity (2 Tim. 3:5). 
Apostate teachers are described in 2 
Timothy 4:3; 2 Peter 2:1-19; Jude 4, 8, 
11-13, 16. Apostasy in the church, as in 
Israel (Isa. 1:5, 6; 5:5-7), is irremediable, 
and awaits judgment (2 Thess. 2:10-12; 
2 Pet. 2:17, 21; Jude 11-15; Rev. 3: 14-16).” 
(Scofield Reference Bible.) 


Are We Now in the Last Apostasy? 

In Matthew 24 our Lord gave apostasy 
as a sign of His return (vs. 11, 12). 

Of course, one cannot say positively 
that we are now in the last apostasy. 
There have been great apostasies before 
in the history of the Church. So if this 
were the only sign, it would not be con- 


‘ clusive evidence that the endtime is 


here. But there are other signs. 


2. War, famines, pestilences, earth- 
qudkes, in divers places (Matt. 24:6-8; 
Luke 21:9-11). These things also have 
been known throughout the ages, but 
their remarkable increase in these days 
may be another indication that these 
are the “last days.” 


3. Signs celestial and terrestrial. In 
Luke 21:11 we read that “fearful sights 
and great signs shall there be from 
heaven”; and in verses 25, 26 we read 
that “there shall be signs in the sun, and 
in the moon, and in the stars; and upon 
the earth distress of nations, with per- 
plexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 
men’s hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth.” This is surely 
a graphic description of present condi- 


.tions on the earth, and the astronomers 


tell us of unprecedented and inexplicable 
phenomena in their field. 

Now notice that these things imme- 
diately precede the glorious second com- 
ing of Christ. “For the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken. And then shall they 
see the Son of man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory.” 

And then comes the _ exhortation, 
“When these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh.” 

When they “begin to come to pass.” 
Have they begun to come to pass? If 
so, look up, and keep looking up. Our 
Lord is at the door! 

But there are yet other signs. 


4. Increased interest in the subject of 
prophecy. Twice in the twelfth chapter 
of Daniel, verses 4 and 9, it is declared 
that the Book of Daniel was to be sealed 
until the end-time; Even to Daniel him- 
self it was sealed, in part at least. In 
verse 8, after being told of the sealing 
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in verse 4, Daniel cries out for more 
light; saying, “I heard, but I understood 
not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall 
be the end of these things?” But the 
only reply he got was: “Go thy way, 
Daniel: for the words are closed up and 
sealed till the time of the end.” 

The fourth verse reads: “But thou, 
O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal 
the book, even to the time of the end: 
many shall run to and fro, and knowl- 
edge shall be increased.” There has 
been much discussion as to the signifi- 
cance of this sentence. Generally it has 
been understood as predicting great in- 
crease in learning, and speedy transpor- 
tation. I am convinced that Pember in 
his “Great Prophecies” has the correct 
interpretation. He translates it: “Shut 
up the words, and seal the book, even 
to the time of the end: many shall search 
through and through it, and knowledge 
of it shall be increased.” 

Until the last century the Book of 
Daniel was really sealed, and there was 
little knowledge of it. But during re- 
cent years there has been much litera- 
ture produced concerning it and greatly 
increased interest in it, as in the Word 
of Prophecy generally. This is another 
strong indication that we are in “the 
time of the end.” 


5. World-wide anti-Semitism. The 
world has always hated the Jews, and 
never so much as now. It was to a 
company of believing Jews that our 
Lord said in Matthew 24:9, “Then shall 
they deliver you up to be afflicted, and 
shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of 
all nations for my name’s sake.” By 
millions during the past two world wars, 
and even now, in a time when men are 
saying, “Peace, peace,” when there is 
no peace, the.Jews are killed and worse 
than: killed, driven from place to place, 
“hated of all nations.” All this was 


foretold even by Moses in Deuteronomy | 


28:65-67: “Among these nations shalt 
thou find no ease, neither shall the sole 
of thy foot have rest: but the Lord shall 
give thee there a trembling heart, and 
failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: and 
thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; 
and thou shalt fear day and night, and 
shalt have none assurance of thy life: 
in the morning thou shalt say, Would 
God it were even ! and at even thou shalt 
say, Would God it were morning! for 
the fear of thine heart wherewith thou 
shalt fear, and for the sight of thine 
eyes which thou shalt see.” 


6. The presence now of a remnant of 
unbelieving Jews in the land of Pales- 
tine. This is a most significant indica- 
‘tion that we are in the end-time. Until 
the Turks lost control of the Holy Land, 
no es were allowed even to visit 
there; t today there are over half a 
million’ Jews in Palestine, quite enough 
for the coming Prince of Daniel 9:26, 
27 to treat with, in negotiating the cove- 
nant ‘for “one week.” 


cussed in a later study. 
‘ 


This will be dis- 
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Only God can solve the Jewish prob- 
lem, and solve it He will, all in due time. 
Meanwhile Jerusalem will continue to 
be “a cup of trembling” and “a burden- 
some stone” for the nations (Zech, 12: 


2, 3), whose leaders seek to solve the. 


Palestine question in their own wisdom. 
Just now it is proposed to divide the 
land between the Jews and the Arabs. 
That may be done temporarily, but it 
will not endure. The Jews are descend- 
ants of Isaac, and the Arabs are the 
descendants of Ishmael; and long ago it 
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was decreed of God that “the son of 
the bondwoman shall not be heir with 
the son.of the freewoman” (Gen. 21:9- 
12; Gal. 4:30). 

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they 
shall prosper that love thee” (Psa. 122:6). 

“Ye that are Jehovah’s remembrancers, 
take yé no rest, and give him no rest, 
till he establish, and till he make Jeru- 
salem a praise in the earth” (Isa. 62: 
6, 7, AS.V.). 


(To be continued) 
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“For to Me To Live Is Christ” 


Four reasons why Christ is the center of the believer's life 


By WILLIAM HAZER WRIGHTON, M.A., D.D. 
Professor of Philosophy, Simpson Bible Institute, Seattle 


EHIND the platform in the audi- 

torium at America’s Keswick at 
Keswick Grove, N. J., surrounded by 
fragrant cedar boughs, the motto of the 
conference, “For to me to live is Christ,” 
rings out the keynote of every gather- 
ing held in this place of blessing. It 
might well be the watchword of every 
Christian life as it was of Paul’s. 

As one thinks of the life motive of 
many who know not Christ, it appears 
that the lust of the flesh or the base 
appetites of life, the yielding to carnal 
desires, and the urge of the lower 
nature, are what form the main objee- 
tive of these lives. For others the lust 
of the eyes, the desire for intellectual 
and esthetic self-satisfaction is the life 


.purpose. Still others exalt the pride 


of life to the supreme place. They live 
for pomp and circumstance. 

Many professing Christians have 
higher motives than these. Some make 
ambition the controlling purpose; others 
choose success, or gain, or power, or 
pleasure. Yet these, while not alto- 
gether unworthy, are not comparable 
with the true New Testament motive 
of living forth the life and power of 
the victorious Christ. 

The center of the life truly triumphant 
is Christ, for to the spiritual Christian 
He is the source, plan, goal, and power 
of life. 

The source of life is Christ. We be- 
come new creatures when we are in 
Christ. A new life is imparted. He 
came that we might have life. “I am 
... the life.” It is life eternal to know 
Him. The words He speaks are spirit 
and life. He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life. The Christian can 
say, “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me” (Gal. 2:20). 

Dying with Jesus, by death reckoned mine; 

Living with Jesus, a new life divine. 

The plan of life is Christ. The unsaved 
life is one of chaos. Its intellect, emo- 
tions, and will are. disunited and dis- 
ordered. It is lived without divine de- 
sign or peace, subject to every wind of 


circumstance, the prey of evil forces. 
In the hands of the Evil One, there is 
no peace, saith my God, to the wicked. 

But the life in Christ is an ordered 
life. It is united to fear the name of 
the Lord. The powers of mind and feel- 
ing and volition revolve in orderly orbit 
about Christ. It abides in Him, and 
there is salvation and rest, quietness and 
confidence and strength. In the midst 
of this life with its constant activities, 
there is a great calm where the voice 
of God is heard and the face of Christ 
is reflected. 

And let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of Thy peace. 

The goal of life is Christ. We are 
saved by the death of. Christ that we 
might not live unto ourselves, but unto 
Him who died for us and rose again, 
that we might not show forth our praises 
but the virtues of Him who hath called 
us out of darkness into His marvelous 
light. Christ’s glory is the highest motive 
of the Christian life. The true Chris- 
tian lives for Christ. This is higher than 
efficiency,. or knowledge, or ability, or 
achievement. 

The power of life is Christ. Is a vic- 
torious life possible? May defeat be 
overcome? Can the weak places ‘be 
strengthened and the crooked ways made 
straight? May bitterness give place to 
sweetness; may joy be made dominant 
over gloom? May tlHwse who walk in 
darkness know what it is to walk in the 
light of the Lord? They may, by hav- 
ing Christ as the power of their lives. 
To them which are called Christ is the 
power of God. He brings dynamic abil- 
ity into the lives that are yielded to 
Him. Even after all other resources have 
failed, when the life is finally surrendered 
to Him, He does not fail. “He giveth 
power. to the faint; and to them that 
have no might he increaseth strength.” 
He enables the one who has known de- 
feat to know the exhilaration of being 
able to do all things through Christ, who 
gives him power and makes that one 

(Continued on page 366) 
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Lesson for April 27 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. APRIL 97. NATIONAL GLORY AND DECAY 
2 Samuel 5; 9; 1 Kings 1 to 11, printed text, 1 Kings 3:5-9, 5:13-16, 11:4-9 (stop with Israel”) 
Golden Text.—Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding.—Prov. 3:5 


Kine James Version 

1 Kings 3:5 In Gibeon the Lorp appeared to Solomon in a 
dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 

6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David 
my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in 
truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with 
thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou 
hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 

7 And now, O Lorp my God, thou hast made thy servant king 
instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know 
not how to go out or come in. 

8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou 
hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor tounted 
for multitude. 

9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge 
thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who 


16 Beside the chief of Solomon's officers which were over the 
work, three thousand and three hundred, which ruled over the 
people that wrought in the work. 


Chap. 11:4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that 
his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart 
was not perfect with the Lorp his God, as was the heart of David 
his father. 

5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidoni- 
ans, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 

6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lorp, and went not 
fully after the Lorp, as did David his father. 

7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the 
abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and 
for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon. 
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is able to judge this thy so great a people? 


Chap. 5:13 And king Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel; 


and the levy was thirty thousand men. 


14 And he sent them to Lebanon) ten thousand a anit by 
a month they were in Lebanon, and two months at 


courses: 
home: and Ationiram was over the levy. 


15 And Solomon had threescore and ten thousand that bare 


8 And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt 


incense and sacrificed unto their gods. 


9 And the Lorp was angry with Solomon, because his heart 


was turned from the Lorp God of Israel. ‘ 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


burdens, and fourscore thousand hewers in the mountains; 


The Lesson as a Whole. 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

OLOMON, the son of David and 

Bathsheba (2 Sam. 12:24), was but 

a young man when he ascended 
the throne of Israel just prior to the 
death of his father (1 Kings 1:32-40). 
His reign was glorious in that he con- 
served all that his father had won by 
his many conflicts (1 Kings 4:24), and 
he became famous both for his wisdom 
(1 Kings 4:30-34) and his achievements 
(1 Kings 10:26-29). His renown ex- 
tended to all civilized lands, and for 
forty years he ruled the kingdom well, 
but in his old age he failed to rule him- 
self. He who built the Temple of Jeho- 
vah (1 Kings 6:37, 38) as a “house of 
prayer for all people” (Isa. 56:7) dis- 
obeyed the express word of God by 
taking many wives (Deut. 17:17), more 
than any who followed after him, and 
we are told that “his wives turned away 
his heart” (1 Kings 11:3) so that he 
built altars to their heathen gods and 


brought down upon his head the indig- . 


nation of the Lord, whom he had so 
grievously dishonored (1 Kings 11:6-8). 

His early piety gave promise of a godly 
old age, but he was unfaithful to the 
ideals of his youth, and in this he be- 
came a warning to all who follow after. 
The Book of Ecclesiastes gives some of 
his unhappy experiences, but indicates 
that he was restored in soul before he 
passed away. 


The Historical Setting 


Solomon was the third and last king 
to rule over all Israel. According to 
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Helps on the Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons, 
published by the American Council 
of Christian Churches, will be 
found beginning on page 367. 




















the generally accepted chronology, he 


reigned for forty years, from 1015 to 
975 B.C., and was succeeded by his son 
Rehoboam, who proved to be a weak 
prince, more given to bluster’ than to 
sane procedure, 


Verse by Verse 

1 Kings 3:5—“Ask what I shall give 
thee.” Appearing to Solomon in‘a dream, 
the Lord gave him the great privilege 
of preferring some special request. He 
delights to have His children come to 
Him as to a loving father to make known 
the desires of their hearts (Psa. 37:4; 
Phil. 4:6, 7). 

Verse 6.—“Thou hast kept for him this 
great kindness.” The young king’s 
humility is shown in his recognition of 
God’s goodness to his father David. He 
realized that the throne was given to 
him, not because of personal merit, but 
because God was faithful to" His cove- 
nant with David (Psa. 89:3, 4; 2 Sam. 
7: 12-15). 

Verse 7.—“I am but a little child.” 
Acknowledging his weakness, ignorance, 
and insufficiency, Solomon took the place 
where God could come in, in blessing. 
He confessed that he knew not what 
course to take as the ruler of so vast 
a kingdom. 

Verse 8.—“Thy servant is in the midst 
of thy people.” Free from pride and 
arrogancy, he presents a delightful pic- 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission, 


ture of acknowledged weakness and de- 
pendence upon divine strength. 

Verse 9.—“Give therefore ...an un- 
derstanding heart.” Realizing the need 
of a wisdom which he did not possess 
in himself, Solomon entreated the Lord 
to grant the boon of a heart to know 
His will and thus the understanding nec- 
essary for his great task. 


Chap. 5:13.—“King Solomon raised a 
levy out of all Israel.” The entire nation 
was called upon and conscripted to build 
the Temple of Jehovah and to advance 
the glory of the kingdom. 


Verse 14.—“Ten thousand a month by 
courses.” In order to procure sufficient 
lumber for the great work he had in 
view, the youthful king kept a myriad 
of men at work constantly on the moun- 
tains of Lebanon, preparing cedar planks 
for the Temple and other buildings. 


Verse 15.—“Ten thousand that bare bur- 
dens, and fourscore thousand hewers.” 
These were appointed for the heavier 
work of supplying food for the rest and 
of hewing down the trees and hauling 
the lumber to Jerusalem. They appar- 
ently worked with the servants of Hiram, 
king of Tyre. 

Verse 16.—“Officers . . . three thou- 
sand and three hundred.” All was ar- 
ranged in an orderly way, the workman 
laboring under proper supervision. 


Chap. 11:4—“When Solomon was old 
.. . his wives turned away his heart.” 
It is evident that as his wealth and fame 
increased, the king lost the spiritual 
sensitiveness of his early days. He be- 
gan to live like any godless Oriental 
potentate, multiplying wives to himself 
and weakly yielding fo their solicitations 
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to set up shrines for the idols many of 
them had worshiped in their own lands. 
We are told that Solomon’s “heart was 
not perfect with the Lord his God, as 
was the heart of David his father.” Thus 
he forfeited all title to the promised con- 
ditional blessings given to him in the 
days of his conscientious adherence to 
the Law of the Lord. 


Verse 5.—“Ashtoreth ... and Milcom.” 
Ashtoreth is identical with Astarte, the 
moon-goddess of the Zidonians and 
Pheenicians. Milcom was identical with 
Molech, the sun-god, to whom human 
sacrifices were offered. Note verse 7. 


Verse 6.—“Solomon did evil in the 
sight of the Lord.” So far had he de- 
parted from the high ideals of his youth 
and the faithfulness to God that then 
characterized him, that he even fostered 
idolatry because of the influence of his 
heathen wives. 


Verses 7, 8.—“Then did Solomon build 
an high place for ... all his strange 
wives.” The infatuated king actually 
abetted these women in their worship 
of the demon-gods of their nations. 

Verse 9—“The Lord was angry with 
Solomon, because his heart was turned 
from the Lord God of Israel.” The king’s 
apostasy brought upon him the indigna- 
tion of Jehovah, whom he had so griev- 
ously dishonored. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We are told that “the fear of the Lord, 


that is wisdom” (Job 28:28). By “fear” 
is meant not “dread” but “reverence for.” 
He who has regard for the Word of God 
and seeks to do His will is truly wise. 
As one walks with Him, He, by the 
Spirit, gives knowledge and understand- 
ing. It was this that characterized Solo- 
mon’s early days. In later years he be- 
came self-sufficient and self-indulgent, 
and so the wisest man became a fool, 
and instead of being subject to the law 
of the Lord, he erred by taking the path 
of disobedience and became the tool 
of designing women. His failure is re- 
corded as a warning to us all. There is 
no safety except as we walk with God. 
Past experiences will not suffice for the 
present or insure future integrity. We 
need grace to order our ways daily by 
the revealed Word of God. 


Lesson Outline 

SoLtomon’s REIGN 
Anointed king (1 Kings 1:39) 
David’s charge (chap. 2:1-9) 
Seeking wisdom (chap. 3: 5-9) 
Prayer answered (3:10 to 4:34) 
Building the Temple (chap. 5:1-7) 
Dedication of the Temple (chap. 8: 1-68) 
The Lord’s warning (chap. 9: 1-9) 
Failure at the last (chap. 11: 1-43) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Whenever and wherever tested by God, 

man has proved himself to be a failure. 

Of all who had gone before him, none 
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Last Week's Lessen 
3. April 20.—The Kingdom’ Strength- 
ened and Enlarged. 1 Samuel 18 
to 20; 2 Samuel 5:1 to 1 Kings 2:11 


Next Week’s Lesson 


5. May 4—The Revolt of the North- 
ern Tribes ...... 1 Kings 6:1, 7-14, 
38; 11:26 to 14:31; 1 Chronicles 28:9-11 








attained to the wisdom of Solomon; yet 
even he sinned grievously by forgetting 
the commandments of the Lord (1 Kings 
11:11) and so brought grief and ruin at 
last upon Israel. Under his reign they 
reached the highest pinnacle of worldly 
glory. Because of sin, both his and 
theirs, they became at last an outcast 
people, driven from their land and wan- 
dering in pain and wretchedness among 
the Gentiles. Sin always brings disas- 
ter. May we, as a nation, learn from their 
sad history the folly of turning away 
from the paths of righteousness. 


Applications and Summaries 


There are two ways to learn the bit- 
terness of departure from God. One is 
for each to tread the thorny path for 
himself, The other is to learn by the 
experiences and instruction of men who 
have been over the route before us. Are 
we humble enough to learn in this latter 
way? 

Had Solomon kept on in the spirit in 
which he began his reign, how differ- 
ent would have been his last days. Are 
we endeavoring to keep to the ideals 
set forth in the Holy Scriptures, that 
thus we may be kept from that which 
will bring regret and sorrow as we look 
back over our lives. 

God has given us the records of the 
failures of His servants that we may be 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
* By J. C. Macauley 


HAT spirit did Solomon manifest in 
his youth, which promised well for 
his reign? 


2. What other notable Old Testament char- 
acter called himself a child in. God's pres- 
ence? 


3. May we also have wisdom to fulfill our 
God-given tasks? 

4. On what principle did God add riches 
and long life to Solomon when he asked for 
wisdom? 


5. What was the great work of Solomon 
which specially suggests the work of the 
Lord Jesus? 

6. Who are the counterpart of the “great 
stones, costly stones, hewed stones” of 1 
Kings 5:17? 

7. How do the laborers on Solomon’s Tem- 
ple compare with us who serve in the build- 
ing of the spiritual nouse? 

8.,What three things did Solomon multi- 
ply to himself which were expressly forbid- 
den for the king set over God’s people? 

9. What spiritual exercise did Solomon 
neglect, so that he was not fortified against 
sin? 

10. ‘What circumstance specially aggra- 
vated Solomon's offense? 


(Answers on page 366) 
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warned thereby, so as to avoid the same 
snares that tripped them up. 

Satan delights to lead an eminent serv- 
ant of the Lord into some grave sin, 
that the name of God may be dishonored 
and the work of Christ suffer. 

Self-confidence is the first step toward 
backsliding. We are safe from sin only 
as we realize our own weakness and 
keep close to God. 

When a child of God gets his eyes' off 
the Lord there is no depth of iniquity 
and infamy into which -he may not sink. 

In the day of prosperity we need to 
abide in a sense of our dependence on 
God, iest through pride and careless- 
ness we fall into the condemnation of 
the Devil. 

No nation has ever-prospered for long 
whose people forsook the ways of right- 
eousness and dishonored God by disobe- 
dience to His Word. 

CHICAGO. 

oe 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


T IS hard to understand why states- 
men and government leaders are 

blind to the clear teachings of history. 
History shows that no natiqn that flouted 
God’s laws has ever survived. Through 
the centuries they stand in a row, grow- 
ing great and werful, making world 
conquests, then toppling, one after the 
other: Persia, Assyria, Israel, Greece, 
Rome, Germany. They all rose to great 
power, then collapsed, because they. ig- 
nored God Almighty their creator, and 
the creator of the world, and failed to 
take Him into account. 

There are three great nations in the 
world today desperately struggling to 
maintain each its hold upon what it has: 
Russia, Great Britain, and the United 
States. Their statesmen and leaders are 
bringing the wisest of their human judg- 
ment to the task. They are making a 
brave attempt to get together and shape 
the policy of the world. 

It is likely that among these leaders 
there are some Christian men, men who 
know God the Father, and who have ac- 
cepted. Jesus, Christ as their Saviour, 
men who are familiar with God’s im- 
mutable laws, yet not in their counsels, 
so far as we know, have they ever re- 
sorted to prayer to God for guidance. 
Nor is there any evidence that we have 
seen, or heard of, that they have given 
God’s, Word and God’s judgments any 
place in the structure of their protocols 
and agreements. They say it would not 
be tactful ‘because of the presence of 
representatives of nations who have 
other religious faiths. When did any 


nation or any group of nations ever be- 
come so great as to warrant the silenc- 
ing of the counseling of Almighty God? 
Never. And all the getting together and 
all the counseling they may do, without 
the sought guidance of the Holy Spirit 
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will come to nought. There may be 
achieved a temporary understanding that 
promises to work, but inevitably it will 
collapse. Neither nations nor individuals 
can live suctessfully and happily with- 
out God. 

Today we have the tragic example of 
Israel’s spiritual collapse when the king 
forsook God and worshiped the idols of 
his heathen wives. Next Sunday we shall 
witness Israel’s national collapse which 
inevitably followed. Solomon’s reign 
began so well. Never could there be 
a happier prospect for a king and his 
people.. David,-his father, had con- 
quered all of Israel’s enemies and had 
extended its borders beyond all pre- 
vious limits. Israel was at its height 
as a world power, and former enemies, 
now subdued, were actually bringing 
tribute to enrich Israel’s treasury. More- 
over, young King Solomon was entering 
upon his reign with a most unusual and 
a most beautiful spirit—the kind of 
spirit which God does most wonderfully 
bless —a spirit of childlike humility. 

Just listen to his pleading with God: 
“And now, O Lord my God, thou hast 
made thy servant king instead of David 
my father: and I am but a little child: 
I know not how to go out or come in. 
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. . . Give therefore thy servant an un- 
derstanding heart to judge thy people, 
that I may discern between good and 
bad: for who is able to judge this thy 
so great people?” And the Lord was 
pleased and granted unto him “a wise 
and an understanding heart.” And along 
with it, He gave him vast material bless- 
ings. (Do not fail to read all of the 
third chapter of 1 Kings; it is unique 
in all the Bible record.) | Solomon 
reached the height of his greatness in 
his childlike humility and sirnplicity be- 
fore God. But the old serpent of lust 
entered, and about twenty years later 
we find: . “But king Solomon loved many 
strange women, together with the daugh- 
ter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and 
Hittites.” He toak unto him many of 
these as his wives, directly contrary to 
the clear command of God (1 Kings 
11:1, 2). 
idolatry and caused him to forsake God. 
It was his undoing, and the undoing 
of his kingdom. 

I am sure that the lesson for us in 
this, as individuals, is that the only way 
to live a successful and happy life is in 
humble dependence upon God and with 
childlike simplicity to accept and heed 


afraid; I~ will 
trust in Thee” 


Psaim 56:3 


Isa.40:12, 











They won him over to their - 
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His holy Word. That Word clearly 
directs us to: Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, as our atoning Saviour. “No man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me,” 
says the Lord Jesus (John 14:6). Hav- 
ing done that, stay close to Him by 
daily letting Him talk to us through His 
Word, and by the Holy Spirit; being 
careful to steer clear of those things 
(even the debatable things) which are 
inimical to the full enjoyment of His 
companionship and our best service. 
Aucusta, GA. 
ww 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
glorious and gracious Heavenly Father, 
whose splendor and majesty fill the 
heavens, yet who dost dwell with the 
lowly in heart, make our hearts pure 
and humble for Thine indwelling. Give 
us both heart-understanding in Thy 
Word and full heart: devotion to Thee 
as well. Help us to learn through our 
lesson today to watch and pray lest 
with all our Christian privileges we 
should fail Thee. For Thy patient love 
toward us, we thank Thee, for all Thy 
provision for our’ needs, and for al? 
that gladdens our daily life. Hear us 
for those whose lives are darkened by 
sin, superstition, or suffering. Bring 
the light of Thy Gospel to all such, and 
make its power mighty in their lives | 
to free them from all evil, and to com- 
fort them in all trouble. To all leaders 
of men give Thy help and guidance. May 
they trust Thee for wisdom, and not 
lean on their own understanding. Give 
fresh life and power to Thy Church 
for her work in all the world, and help 
each of us to shine for our Lord just 
where He has placed us. In His name 
we ask it all. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We should think it 
wonderful to have some rich man say 
to us, “Just ask me for anything you 
like.” How wonderful then for Solomon 
to hear God say, “Ask what I shall give 
thee”! Theré are some things the rich- 
est man could not give, while God is 
the giver of all good. Buteit is not to 
Solomon alone God says, “Ask.” Through 
Christ He says it to you and me in the 
words, “Ask, and ye shall receive.” -We, 


T0 AN | mesg HEART 
ADD NDIVIDED 

like Solomon, need wisdom to do our 
work well, and in the Epistle of James, 
we are told, “If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God .. . and it shall be 
given him.” God offers the wisdom we 
need simply for the asking, just as Solo- 
mon. got it for the asking. 


Though Solomon did well to ask for 
an understanding heart, he would have 
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done better to have gone on to ask for 
an undivided heart, a heart wholly set 
to please God. The Bible calls it a 
perfect heart. At the dedication .of. the 
great Temple he built, Solomon told all 
people, “Let your heart ... be per- 
fect with the Lord our God.” Yet he 
himself failed in that very thing when, 
in later life, he married foreign wives 
and gave them idol temples in Jerusa- 
lem. This displeased God, and we are 
told it was because Solomon’s heart was 
not perfect toward God. It was divided, 
partly seeking his own glory and the 
pleasure of his wives, while trying still 
to worship the Lord. Solomon’s bright 
start but poor end shows how truly our 
Lord spoke when He said, “No man can 
serve two masters.” No one can serve 
God and something else, too. God must 
have all our ‘heart. 


Ho.tiysurn, B. C., Can. 
v4 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


King David and Jonathan’s Son 
(2 Sam. 9:3-7, 13) 


OR review purposes this quarter, 

flash cards baring the names of im- 
‘portant characters studied may be used. 
David, Saul, Jonathan should now be 
readily identified. 

For years there was war between Saul 
and David—not that David ever tried 
to kill Saul, for twice when he might 
have killed him, he let him go, saying 
he would not kill the Lord’s anointed 
king. For years David and the men who 
followed him roamed the wilderness and 
lived in caves. For awhile David es- 
caped and lived in a foreign land, among 
his enemies, the Philistines. 

The time came when there was war 
again between Saul and the Philistines. 
The Philistines killed Saul and Jonathan 
and two others of the king’s sons. You 
might think that was good news to 
David, at least part of it. But, no, Da- 
vid was very sad and composed a funeral 
song about both Saul and Jonathan. 
(Read to tlass 2 Sam. 1:23-26.) The 
people of Israel who:+ were the most 
nearly related to David, the tribe of 
Judah, made him king over them then. 
But the rest of the country under Saul’s 
relatives fought against David for seven 
more years. However, David got 
stronger and stronger and finally he be- 
came king over all. 

Then in the midst of his honor and 
good fortune, he remembered his old 
friend Jonathan. He asked if there was 
any one of Saul’s family left. Four 
pupils, previously prepared, may read 
the speaking parts of 2 Samuel 9. A 
cardboard crown might identify David, 
seated as on a throne; and the others 
wear paper signs giving information: 
Ziba (Saul’s servant), Mephibosheth 
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(Jonathan’s son), and a servant. If Me- 
phibosheth limps as he comes up, his 
being a cripple will be impressed on 
the pupils’ minds. 

Last Sunday we saw Jonathan’s love 
and loyalty to David. What do you think 
now of David’s love and loyalty to Jona- 
than? Do you suppose David was 
ashamed, when he had company, to think 
he had to have that crippled Mephibo- 
sheth hobbling to his table? “Love suf- 
fereth long, and is kind”. (1 Cor. 13: 
4, R. V.). 


We spoke last week of our Lord’s great 
love for us. If He asks us as He did 
Peter, “Lovest thou me?” what is our 
answer? David showed his love for 
Jonathan by kindness to other people in 
Jonathan’s family. Whe Lord expects 
the same of us. “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me” 
(Matt. 25:40). Did you show your love 
to the Lord this week by serving others 
in His family? As we have had a con- 
tinued story of David and Jonathan’s 
love, so we have a continued love motto 
to work for. This week: “Be ye kind 
one to another” (Eph. 4:32, Memory 
Verse). 


“Daddy, may we please go past the 
cross?” asked the children as they left 
the church after the evening service for 
the six-mile drive home. The cross is 
a big lighted one on top of a radio 
tower. The sight of that cross always 
is exciting to the children. But on other 
occasions they ask to go past the bill- 
board. This huge advertising sign has 
the long neck and head of a giraffe 
sticking out from behind the board. The 
big giraffe always causes much excite- 
ment among the children. One night the 
oldest boy remarked: “Do you know, 
we have to choose one or the other. We 
can’t see both the giraffe and the cross.” 
And so it has come about that now the 
children say at the crossroad, “Please 
turn and go past the cross.” (Aaapted 
from La Rue Jensen in The Secret 
Place.) As you try to be kind to others 
to please the Lord, you will have to 
give up some things that would be pleas- 
ing to yourself. King David may not 
always have enjoyed the company of 
the crippled Mephibosheth, but he was 
glad to, help him for Jonathan’s sake. 
You, too, are learning kingly ways! 

Orono, MAINE. 


Fac Pilani Sasichais 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
King David and Jonathan’s Son 

(2 Sam, 9:3-7, 13) 
OU remember the promises we 
talked about last Sunday — those 
that David and Jonathan made each 
other. Jonathan kept his half of the 
pledge when he told David Saul was 
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going to kill him, and so David went 
away. But what did David do about his 
promises? Today we shall. find out. 

There was a war with the Philistines, 
the same old army to which Goliath had 
belonged. And in this war Saul and 
Jonathan were both killed. When word 
was brought to David, he mourned over 
Jonathan’s death, as people today mourn 
over losing their dearest friend. 

For some time after Saul’s death, Da- 
vid was very busy taking over the king- 
dom. There were quarrels, and for a 
time some of Saul’s family fought David, 
and he had to rule the country from a 
place named Hebron, and could not go 
to the place in Jerusalem. But after 
awhile all these things were settled, and 
David took his place in Jerusalem. 

Then he thought of his promise to 
Jonathan. Were there any of the chil- 
dren of Jonathan living? He began to 
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Lesson for April 27 


inquire, and a servant of Saul told him 
there was a son of Jonathan, whose name 
was Mephibosheth, and that he was lame 
in his feet. 

David ‘sent for him and had him 
brought to the king’s palace, and told 
him he might have all the land that be- 
longed to Saul, and some of Saul’s serv- 
ants to till the land, and harvest the 
fruits. But Mephibosheth himself was 
always to eat at the king’s table. He 
had a young son, and David took care 
of him, too. 

All these things David did because he 
had promised Jonathan that he would. 
Jonathan was dead, and nobody else 
knew of their pledges to each other, so 
David could have broken his promises, 
and no one but God would have known 
it. But David’s heart was right with 
God, and he was honest, so he kept his 
promises. 

And that makes me think of another 
person who always keeps His promises, 
and He is the Lord Jesus Christ. Do 
you know some of His promises? One 
you all know is John 3:16. ‘Say it to- 
gether. Did you know that John 3:16 is 
a promise? Yes, it is a promise of ever- 
lasting life to everyone who believes in 
Him. This is about the most important 
promise there is. 

Then here is another one, “Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out.” God‘never turns away one who 
comes to Him for salvation. 


There is one more promise that we 
all love. It is in John 14:1-4. Perhaps 
some of you know these verses. Jesus 
is saying, “In my Father’s house are 
many mansions. . .. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also.” 

Isn’t that wonderful? 

Things may be hard for some of us 
here at times, but when we are through 
living here, the Lord Jesus will have a 
place prepared for us, if we believe in 
Him, and have received Him for our 
Saviour. 

Some of us have been deceived by 
people whom we trusted. They have 
promised things they did not do. But 
we know every promise made by the 
Lord Jesus Christ will be kept perfectly. 

There’s another side to this promise 
question. What about. your promises? 
Do you keep them? Do you come home 
right after school, as you promised 
Mother you .would? Would you have 
kept your promises, if you had been in 
David’s place? Think this over. Broken 
promises make much of the trouble in 
the world. A broken promise makes 
you a liar. 

David and Jonathan kept their prom- 
ises, what about you? 

Fe.Ton, CAuir. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
Se Seo ae 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach — Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

It’s the Hand, Not the Stick.—Trust in 
the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding (Prov. 
3:5, Golden Text). At the close of a 
series of meetings in the Southern 
Mountains, Harry Rimmer was ap- 
proached by a small man, clad in jeans 
and hickory shirt, barefooted and rather 
unkempt. The man thanked Harry Rim- 
mer for the sermons he had heard, and 
said that he thought he’d be a better 
preacher and pastor because of the serv- 
ices. In a surprised manner, Rimmer 
asked, “Are you also a preacher of the 
Gospel?” When Rimmer realized that 
he had shown so much surprise, he 
started to apologize, but the mountain 
preacher stopped him by saying, “Why, 
that’s all right. I don’t blame you for 
being a bit set back. I know I don’t 
look like much. But, Brother Rimmer, 
I learned a long time ago that God can 
strike a mighty straight blow with a 
pretty crooked stick.” Rimmer remarked, 
“Tt is not the stick that counts, it is the 
hand that holds it and wields it.”— 
Adapted from “The Man God Chooses,” 
by Harry Rimmer. Sent by R. S. Wil- 
son, Highland Park, Ill. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


God Knows and Understands.—I am 
but a little child: I know not how to 
go out or come in (1 Kings 3:7). A little 
boy was keeping his sheep one Sun- 
day morning. The bells were ringing 
for church, and the little fellow began 
to think that he, too, would like to pray 
to God. But what could he say? He 
had never learned a prayer. So he knelt 
down, folded his hands, closed his eyes, 
and began to say the alphabet —“A, B, 
C.” A passer-by heard the child’s voice 
and asked him, “What are you doing, 
Son?” The boy looked up, “Please, sir, 
I was praying.” “But why were you 
saying the alphabet?” “Why, sir, I don’t 
know any prayer. So I figured if I told 
God all I knew, He would know that 
I love Him and want to do what’s right, 
and would help me.” One character- 
istic of life at its best is genuine sim- 
plicity. The sincere Christian is never 
childish, but always childlike. Our con- 
versation with the Father may fumble 
and stumble for words, but the simple 
directness of wanting Him to know what 
we mean —that will be understood and 
answered.—From the Quiet Hour. Sent 
by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Our God Sees.—Give therefore thy 
servant an understanding heart (1 Kings 
3:9). A child in Burma was permitted 
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breaking ground 
for Bryan Uni- 
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Truth Uaatzated - 
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evolutionary trial narrowed to a per- 
sonal duel betwee agnos- 
tic, and Bryan, the entleman. 


And there was neverdn™hour 48 twhich~ 


William Jennings Bryan was not com- 
plete master of every situation. 


In his attacks upon Mr. Bryan, 
Darrow used every known legal device 
and trick. Time after time, the attack 
became personal. Fast and furiously flew 
question and answer. Darrow had 
crossed swords with no novice, and he 
was beginning to realize it. 


In the midst of the argument, Mr. 
Bryan calmly announced the very key- 
note of the trial: “The purpose of this 
examination is to cast ridicule upon 
everyone who believes the Bible.” Dar- 
row almost screamed his reply: “We 
think the purpose is preventing bigots 
and ignoramuses from controlling the 
education of the United States!” 
Bedlam reigned. Amid the pounding 
of the Judge's gavel, the objections of the 
attorneys, - > the vociferously shouted applause 
of the people, Mr. Bryan alone stood calmly 
defiant. ‘‘The Court ig adjourned,” snapped 
the Judge. 
At the trial’s close, Scopes was found 

ilty and fined. Shortly afterward, quietly in 
Fis sleep, away from the people who so loved 
and admired him, the preat Commoner passed 
to be forever with his « 

Write fdr your copy of “The Duel,”* 

with the complete account of this 

lamous trial, direct to Office of The 

esident, Box I 447. 


WILLIAM JENNINGS 














366 (10) * 
Serving Your Colored Neighbors 


Negroes are at the crossroads. Are 
Christians going to give them sound 
Bible teaching or do nothingwhile » 

Communists win their loyalty? 


Prayer Helpers Wanted. 
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Station A, Box3 Atlanta, Georgia 











Help boys and girls 
LIVE A VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIFE 


Animate 
your words with 
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A series of flannel- 
‘graph object lessons 
for teaching Bible 
truths to’ Junior-In- 
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* 12 lesson girls. 
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A Soldier’s Daughter 


By G. L. Wind 


An amusing, wholesome story for 
youngsters, ages 9 to 13. Children 
who have read the book have 
uttered genuine expressions of 
delight. 

The human warmth and friendli- 
ness, the momenis of anxiety and 
heartbreak, and the light touches 


of humor give to A Soldier’s Daugh- 
ter an unusually charming quality. 
86 pages. $1.00 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 F South Jefferson Ave. St. Louis 18, Missouri 
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by his parents to go to a mission school 
because they wished him to learn to 
read. By and by they found that he 
was losing faith in idols. The father 
took him to. one of the gayest of the 
temples and showed him the idol covered 
with gold and silver ornaments, sur- 
rounded by flowers and candles and 
fragrant incense. “Here,” said the father, 
“is a god you can see, but the Chris- 
tians cannot see their god.” “Yes,” said 
the child, “we can see your god, but 
he cannot see us. We cannot see the 
Christian’s God, but He sees us all the 
time.”—From the Gospel Herald. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


Which Romans Will You Imitate?— 
For it came to pass, when Solomon was 
old, that his wives turned away his heart 
after other gods (1 Kings 11:4). “rll 
admit that’s a habit in which I would 


prefer not to indulge,” Olin French said» 


the other day. “But what else can a 
fellow do? All the rest of the crowd 
do it. I don’t want to be the only one to 
refuse. When you are in Rome, you 
must do as the Romans do, you know.” 
“Yes; I know that proverb,” his friend 
Henry Adams told him. “But when you 
say that, which Romans do you mean?” 
“Which Romans?” Olin was puzzled. 
“Yes, when you’re in Rome do as the 
Romans do. Which? The heathen Ro- 
mans or the Christian Romans? The 
Roman Christians, you remember, al- 
lowed themselves to be thrown to the 
lions in the arena rather than follow the 
pagan customs of the people around 
them. Are these the Romans you are 
going to imitate when you are in Rome?” 
Olin had no answer for that, but he was 
thoughtful. If everyone in the crowd 
you’re with is doing something of which 
you do not approve, it is time to look 
for a new crowd, But even if you do 
find yourself in Rome you can do as the 
Christians did. You can dare to stand 
up for Christ and for the right !—From 
Young People’s Paper, American Sun- 
day-School Union. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Evil’s Reckoning.—Solomon did evil 
(1 Kings 11:6). I am not much of a 


mathematician, said Godlessness, but: 


I can add your troubles; 

I can subtract your earnings; 

I can multiply your aches and pains; 

I can divide your attention; 

I can take interest from your work; 

I can discount your chance for success 
in this world and the world to 
come. 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Harold Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


Oh that Christ would break down the 
o]d narrow vessels of these narrow and 
ebb souls, and make fair, deep, wide, 
and broad souls, to hold a sea, and a 
full tide, flowing over all its banks, of 
Christ’s love-—Samuel Rutherford. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 362) 

1. The spirit of humility (1 Kings 3:7. See 
Luke 14:11). 

2. Jeremiah (Jer. 1:6). 

3. Yes. (Read Jas. 1:5; 1 Cor. 12:8; Eph: 
1:17.) 

4. On the principle of Matthew 6:33. 

5. The building of the Temple, typical of 
the spiritual temple of the Church. (Read 
1 Pet. 2:4, 5.) 

6. For answer see Ephesians 2:20. 


7. There is a double contrast. (a) The 
men of Tyre and the men of Israel worked 
together, Solomon leaning heavily on Gen- 
tile skills. We labor as the principle enun- 
ciated by Zerubbabel in Ezra 4:1-3. (b) 
Solomon secured his workers by a levy. 
God has a right to “draft’’ us, but He calls 
for volunteers (Isa. 6:8). 


8. Horses, wives, gold. (Sée Deut. 17:14- 
17; 1 Kings 10:14 to 11:3.) 


9. For all his literary activities there is 
no record of his having obeyed the injunc- 
tion of Deuteronomy 17:18-20. 


10. The fact that God had twice appeared 
to him (1 Kings 11:9). Special privilege 
imposes heavier responsibility. 


WHEATON, ILL. 
we 


For to Me To Live Is Christ” 
(Continued from page 260) 


ready to say, “For to me to live is 
Christ.” 

As the visitor leaves the grounds of 
America’s Keswick, passing under the 
rustic arch that leads to the railway 
station, he reads over again the words, 
“Henceforth for to me to live is Christ.” 

“Not I, but Christ” be honored, loved, 

exalted; 

“Not I, but Christ” be seen, be known, be 

heard; ; 

“Not I, but Christ,” in every look and 

action, 

“Not I, but Christ,” in every thought and 

word. 

Christ, only Christ, ere long will’ fill my 

vision; 

Glory excelling soon, full soon I'll see — 

Christ, only Christ, my every wish 

fulfilling — 

Christ, oniy Christ, my All in All to be. 

SEATTLE, WASH. 
we 


Family Worship Folders 


HE Tres’ reprints of the Rev. Wil- 
liam Allan Dean’s article on Family 
Worship are still available. The vitally 
important subject of daily family prayers 
is presented under four headings: 
I. The Need 
Ii. The Value 
Ill. The Difficulties 





IV. The Suggestions 


The article was published in the Tres 
January 20, 1945, and the reprints have 
had a circulation of 122,510 copies. They 
may be had at $1 per hundred from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 4. APRIL 27. THE NEED FOR WATCHFULNESS 
Mark 13:24-37 (Supplementary Reading: Matthew 24:29 to 25:30, Luke 21: 20-36) 
Golden Text.—Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.—Mark 13:33 


Kurc James Vension 


Mark 13:24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun 
shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 

25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are 
in heaven shall be shaken. 

26 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds with great power and glory. 

27 And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together, 
his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost’ part of the 
earth to the uttermost part of heaven. 

28 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is 
yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is 
near: 

29 So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come 
to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors. 

30 Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, 
till all these things be done. 


31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not 
pass away. 

32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not 
the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 

33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the 
time is. : 

3% For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who 
left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every 
man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 

35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrow- 
ing, or in the morning: 

36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 

37 And what J say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 

The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 
copyrighted by The American Council of Christian Churches, 
and used by permission. 





The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


N LAST week’s lesson we considered © 


some of the characteristics of the 

Great. Tribulation which is to come 
upon all the world to try them that 
dwell on the earth—and especially its 
bearing on the Jews. 

Today’s lesson mentions things to oc- 
cur “after that tribulation,” particularly 
the return of the Son of man with great 
power and glory; and the regathering 
of His scattered earthly saints. 

It also mentions the two parables in 
connection with the certainty and the 
suddenness of the Son of man’s return. 

It concludes by enjoining watchfulness 
on the part of all. 


The Lesson in Detail 


Mark 13:24, 25—‘“But in those days, 
after .that tribulation, the sun shall be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light, and the stars of heaven shall 
fall, and the powers that are in heaven 
shall be shaken.” From earlier Verses in 
this chapter of Mark we learned that 
there would be deceivers, false christs, 
wars, rumors of wars, earthquakes, 
famines, troubles, sorrows, persecutions, 
world-wide preaching of the Gospel of 
the Kingdom, betrayals, and anti-Semi- 
tism. 

And the verses we did not consider 
(14-23) give the added information that 
an image mentioned by Daniel (12:11) 
shall be set up in the Holy Place of the 
Temple (to be built). This blasphemous 
act will mark the beginning of the 
period of affliction, “such as was not 
from the beginning of the création which 
God created unto this time.” That is 
the moment when the faithful remnant 
should make posthaste in fleeing from 
Judea. 

After that tribulation, there shall be 
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Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 

published by the International 

Council of Religious Education, 

will be found beginning on 
page 361. 




















“signs in the sun, and in the moon, and 
in the stars” (Luke 21:25). When the 
Lord made “lights in the firmament of 
the heaven” He said, “Let them be for 
signs” as well as “for seasons, and for 
days, and years” (Gen. 1:14). They are 
signs of supremé@ and derived authorities 
in the world: hence, from what is said 
about them in our lesson, we conclude 
there shall be revolutions and over- 
throwings of constituted governments 
throughout the earth. But we also hold 
there shall be a literal fulfillment of the 
things prophesied. Certainly, there was 
a literal darkening of the s moon, and 
stars during the plague in Egypt (Exod. 
10: 21-23; see also Acts 27:20). 


Verse 26.—“And then shall they see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds 
with great power and glory.” When the 
title “Son of man” is used in connection 
ewith the Second Advent, it is in rela- 
tion to His return to Israel and the 
nations. The title used in connection 
with His coming in the air for His 
Church is “the Lord himself” (1 Thess. 
4:15-17), or elsé His full title “Lord 
Jesus Christ.” (See 1 Cor. 1:7; 1 Thess. 
2:19; 3:13; 5:23; 2 Thess. 2:1.) The title 
“Son of man” is not found in any of th 
Church Epistles. 


Verse 27.—“‘And then shall he send 
his angels, and shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from the 
uttermost part of the earth to the utter- 
most part of heaven.” The “elect” here 
are the eléct from among Israel. (See 
Isa. 45:4; 65:9, 22; Luke 18:7.) The elect 
of the Church age shall be with Him 
when He appears in glory. “When Christ, 








who is our life, shall appear, then shall 


“ye also appear with him in glory” (Col. 


3:4). The Lord will have already gath- 
ered believers to Himself in the air; He 
will have glorified them and will have 
made them like Himself, according to 
the riches of His grace (1 Thess. 4:16, 
17; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52; Phil, 3:20, 21). Hence 
the glorified Church will be with Him 
when He regathers the elect in the midst 
of Israel, dispersed among the nations! 


Verses 28, 29—“Now learn a parable 
of the fig tree; When her branch is yet 
tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is near: so ye in like 
manner, when ye shall see these things 
come to pass, know that it is nigh, even 
at the doors.” For the interpretation of 
the fig tree, see Hosea 9:10; Joel 1:7, 12; 
and Nahum 3:12. The remnants that 
returned from Babylonish captivity are 
likened to “a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard” (Luke 13:6). After the rap- 
ture of the Church, the Lord will re- 
new His dealings with Israel (Acts 15: 
14-18). And when the faithful remnant 
of Israel “is yet tender,” so to speak, 
and puts forth leaves and fruit—for 
they appear at the same time — Israel’s 
summer of deliverance and glory will be 
near. The millennium will not be far 
away then! 


Verse 30.—“Verily I say unto you, that 
this generation shall not pass, till all 
these things be done.” ‘The word here 
rendered “generation” denotes (1) birth, 
age, as in the phrases “younger” and 
“older”; (2) descent; (3) a generation 
of men living at the same time; (4) in - 
a wider sense, a race, or family. It is 
in this last sense, the word is here used; 
for the Jewish race despite all the ill 
treatment it has experienced, and shall 
yet receive, shall never pass until all 
divine promises to the nation are ful- 
filled. 


Verse 31—‘“Heaven and earth shall 
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pass away: but my words shall not pass 
away.” Dr. Maclear says: “Never did 
the Speaker seem to stand more utterly 
alone than when He uttered this ma- 
jestic utterance. Never did it seem more 
improbable that it should be fulfilled. 
But as we look across the centuries, we 
see how it has been realized. His words 
have passed into laws, they have passed 
into doctrine, they have passed into 
proverbs, they have passed into conso- 
lations, but they have never ‘passed 
away.’ What human teacher ever dared 
to claim an eternity for his words?” 


Verse 32.—“But of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father.” Some have used this 
verse to bolster their denial of the om- 
niscience of the Son of God. 

“In him dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). In Him 
“all fulness” was pleased to dwell (Col. 
1:19) —the fullness of omniscience as 


well as the fullness of omnipotence.. As * 


God, He knew all things; hence the ex- 
pression “neither the Son” is not used 
of Him as viewed in His highest char- 
acter, as one with the Father; but as 
servant and prophet upon earth. 

He ever did the Father’s will, He ever 
spake the Father’s words. He said, “I 
have not spoken of [or from] myself; 
but the Father which sent me, he gave 
me a commandment, . . . what I should 
speak” (John 12:49). On-another occa- 
sion, He said, “It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power” (Acts 
1:7). As servant, our Lord had no com- 
mandment from the Father to make 
“that day and that hour” known. Look- 
ing at it in this way, there should be 
no difficulty in understanding that He 
should speak as not knowing that hour. 
“The servant knoweth not what his lord 
doeth” (John 15:15). 


Verse 33.—“Take ye heed, watch and 
pray: for ye know not when the time 
is.” This is equally good for those await- 
ing the Rapture, for we certainly do not 
know when that time is. 


The word rendered here “watch” only 
occurs four times in the New Testament: 
(1) here; (2) in the parallel passage in 
Luke 21:36; (3) in Ephesians 6:18, 
“Praying always ... and watching there- 
unto with all perseverance”; (4) in He- 
brews 13:17, “Obey them that have the 
rule over you, .. . for they watch for 
your souls.” It denotes (1) to be sleep- 
less, (2) to be vigilant. 


Verse 34.—“For the Son of man is as 
a man taking a far journey, who left 
his house, and gave authority to his 
servants, and to every man his work, 
and commanded the porter to watch.” 
The Son of man was soon to return to 
Heaven. The “house” that is specially 
under consideration here is “the house 
of Israel” (Acts 2:36). He gave author- 
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Last Week's Lesson 
3. April 20.—Cost of Discipleship. Mark 13:1-13 


Next Week's Lesson 
5. May 4.—The Anointing of Love. Mark 14:1-9 








ity to His servants, the apostles, and to 
every man his work. 


Verses 35, 36.—“Watch ye therefore: 
for ye know not when the master of the 
house cometh, at even [sunset till 9 
p.m.], or at midnight [9 till 12], or at 
the cockcrowing [midnight till 3 a.m.], 
or in the morning [from 3 till sunrise]: 
lest coming suddenly he find you sleep- 
ing.” “During the night the captain of 
the Temple made his rounds. On his 
approach, the guards had to rise and 
salute him in a particular manner. Any 


“guard found asleep when on duty was 


beaten, or his garments were set on fire 
—a. punishment, as we know, actually 
awarded” (Edersheim). 


Verse 37.—“And what I say unto you 
I say unto all, Watch.” Not only to 
Israel waiting for the manifestation of 


the Son of man, but also to the Church‘ 


awaiting the Rapture, the Lord’s mes- 
sage is, “Watch !” 


Outline of the Lesson 

‘We should watch for Christ because: 

(1) He bids us do so (Mark 13:36). 

(2) We know not when He will return 
(v. 33). 

(3) It will purify us (1 John 3:3). 

(4) It begets faithfulness’ to Him (Matt. 
24: 43-45). 

(5) It brings blessing now (Jas. 1:25). 

(6) It will be rewarded hereafter (Matt. 
24:46, 47). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marian Bishop Bower 


HAT coming of Christ is referred to 
in Mark 13:24-27? 


2. Through whom was the revela- 
tion of the mystery of the Rapture? 


3. Where do we find a fuller revelation 
of the Lord’s coming in great power and 
glory? 


4. Where do we find a suggestion as to 
the method of the sun’s being darkened, 
the moon’s not giving her light, the stars 
of Heaven falling, and the powers’ being 
shaken? 


5. Who are the “elect” (v. 27) who will 
be gathered “from the four winds’’? 


6. What did the Lord Jesus mean by the 
sign of the fig tree? 


7. What is a probable meaning of the 
Lord’s words that “this generation shall not 
pass, till all these things be done’’? 

8. How do you explain Christ’s om- 
niscience when you read the words, “Of that 
day and that hour knoweth no man, no.. 
neither the Son, but the Father”? 


9. Why is it not for man to know the day 
and the hour of the Lord’s coming? 
10. What indication is there that Christ’s 
coming may be during the night? 
(Answers on page 370) 
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Pointers 


Contrast the “Rapture” and the “Mani- 
festation.” 

The Rapture is to occur when the Lord 
comes in the air (1 Thess. 4:16, 17; John 
14:3). At that time the true Church 
will be caught up and conformed to His 
image (1 Cor. 15:51, 52; Phil. 3:20, 21; 
Rom. 8:29). 

The Manifestation, or revelation, will 
occur when the Lord returns with the 
Church to establish His Kingdom (Rom: 
8:19; Luke 17:30; 2 Thess. 1:7; Col. 3:4). 
At that time Israel shall: be delivered 
(Zech. 14:3-5), the Beast and False 
Prophet shall be dealt with and Satan 
bound (Rev. 19 and 20), living nations 
judged (Matt. 25:31-46), and the King- 
dom established (Isa. 9:7). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
“THEN SHALL THEY SEE THE SON oF MAN” 


HRIST’S coming again is an actual 

experience, an event to take place 
some day. It is thrilling to look ahead 
to good times, to promotion, graduation, 
getting a job, getting married, getting 
well when sick, attaining any coveted 
goal. But how vastly more wonderful 
to anticipate the great reunion when all 
saints and believers of all ages meet to- 
gether in the presence of their God and 
King! It is an event worth studying, 
and preparing for. 

What will be the‘setting for His com- 
ing? (Mark 13:24-27.) “After that tribu- 
lation,” mentioned previously in the 
chapter, there will come to pass great 
universe-changing phenomena. 
will ‘fall like leaves in the wind, and 
“fixed” bodies “shall be shaken.” As an 
electric light outshines a candle, or the 
sun makes a great searchlight seem dim, 
so the radiant glory of the Lord, when 
He appears, will outshine the sun (Psa. 
104:1; Isa. 4:23; John 1:14). 

How will news of His coming be 
spread? “How will His people be gath- 
ered? (v.' 27.) Angels will make the 
heavenly broadcast (Matt. 24:31), and 
the power and glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ will draw to Himself transformed 
bodies of believers (Rom! 8:23; 1 Cor. 15: 
51, 52; Phil. 2:20, 21; 1 Thess. 4:16, 17). 
Thoughts and vision will be loosed from 
earth intérests and focused upon Christ 
(1 John 3:2). 

When will this take place? (vs. 28-32, 
35.) No one knows except God the Father, 
the “Fountain of Deity.” Mark does not 
mention the coming of Christ for be- 
lievers, but you can read about it in 1 
Thessalonians 4:14-18. Christ may come 
during your lifetime; or it may be gen- 
erations later. He may come at evening 
while you are returning from work; at 
“midnight” when you would be awak- 
ened from sleep; at “cockcrowing” when 
the world begins to stir, and plans for 
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the day are made; or in the “morning” 
ter you have become absorbed with 

e day’s work. When He calls, our ob- 
jectives will immediately change, for 
there will be no more need for the 
work of this world. Instead of working 
for our Master, we will be living with 
Him. 

How may we be ready for His com- 
ing? (v. 33.) Our part is to “take heed, 
watch and pray,” and work, doing “al- 
ways those things that please him” (John 
8:29). “Take heed” because interfer- 
ence from enemy forces is intense (Eph. 
6:11-18). “Watch,” becoming intelli- 
gently informed about the coming of the 
Lord (Psa. 19:9; 1 Pet. 1:13-17). “Pray” 
so that no matter what emergency intro- 
duces itself, your heart will be in fel- 
lowship with God (1 Thess. 5:17). 

What is our work as we watch for 
Christ’s coming? (v. 34.) We are in train- 
ing now for service in His Kingdom. 
If we seek to “do all to the glory of 
God,” we will not only advance the 
work of His Kingdom upon this earth, 
but will be ready for Him whenever He 
appears. 

Why did Christ warn four times in 
this chapter, “take heed,” and command 
three times to “watch”? (v. 37.) We must 
not go to sleep, spiritually losing con- 
sciousness of Christ’s return, but must 
think of Him, prepare for Him, and ex- 
pect to see Him coming some day. He 
who loved us enough to give himself 
for us wants our entire outlook and hope 
to be centered in Him. Do we truly 
love Him that much? (Isa. 33:17; Rev. 
22:20; Psa. 27:4.) 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


PREPARATION 


(Ask a pupil beforehand to prepare to 
tell the story of the Ten Virgins, as 
found in Matthew 25:1-13. Also, print 
in center of a large sheet of paper, 

. spaced as follows: 
ALA S§&, 
THE DOOR 

WAS 

SU Tf. 
Fold the paper so it will shut like a 
double door over all the letters but 

those spelling “L O S T.”) 


APPROACH 


RS. JONES often said to Her chil- 

dren, “Work comes before play.” 
John knew that that meant the wood 
box must be filled before he worked 
on his,model airplane. Mary knew that 
it meant the dishes must be done before 
she read a storybook. 

One day Mrs. Jones had to go to town. 
She said: “I do not know just when 
I will get back. But do your work, and 
be good children. When I come home 
I will have a surprise for you.” 
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John and Mary waved good-by to their 
mother and then’ went into the house. 
There was the empty wood box and 
there were the dirty dishes. But John 
and Mary thought they would have 
plenty of time to get the work done be- 
fore Mother came home. Mary was 
very anxious to start reading a new 
book she had just received. And John 
wanted to try a new idea with his plane. 
In a few minutes Mary had forgotten 
everything but the adventures in her 
book, and John had forgotten that there 
was such a thing as an empty wood box. 

By and by footsteps were heard com- 
ing up the sidewalk. Both children 
jumped up and looked out of the win- 
dow. Their mother was coming up the 
sidewalk with her arms full of pack- 
ages. She had made good connections 
and was getting home earlier than she 
had thought. Every minute she ex- 
pected John and Mary to dash out of 
the house to meet her. She had brought 
each of them something nice. But the 
children did not run to meet her. In- 
stead they rushed to their work, but it 
was too late. Before they could’ get 
anything done their mother was in the 
house. ‘She looked in astonishment at 
the empty wood box and at the dirty 
dishes. Then she looked sadly at John 
and Mary. They weve hanging their 
heads in shame. Mother did not say 
one word, but she put her packages away 
and the children never did get the pres- 
ents they would have had if they had 
worked and watched for their mother. 
They are both grown-up now, but they 
never will forget the day Mother came 
home when they were ashamed to.meet 
her. 

Why CurisTrans Must Watcu 


Every Christian has someone to watch 
for. Who is it? When is He coming? 
We do not know the day nor the hour 
when the Lord will. come, but many 
things show us that the time is getting 
near. Turn to Revelation 22:12. 

Mark 13:34 says He gave “to every 
man his work.” He has given every 
one of us something to do for Him. How 
will we feel if He comes and our work 
is not done? We are to do two things 
that start with a “w” — work and watch. 


Wuat CHRISTIANS Must Watcu 


We should watch ourselves to see that 
we are ready for: Him. 


W ords 
A ctions 
T houghts 
C ompanions 
H earts 
We should watch for Him! 
Thelma will tell us the story of the 
Ten Virgins. 
CONCLUSION 
How sadly the five foolish virgins may 
have said, “Alas, the door is shut”! 
(Show object lesson.) ‘Is there anyone 
in this class who will find the door shut? 
If so, you will be forever lost, 


* (13) 369 


ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 


Some Christians will be very happy 
when the Lord comes. Others will be 
ashamed before Him (1 John 2:28). 
Which will you be? , 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers 


By Opel Leonore Gibbs ‘ 


Topic and Scripture: 


Watching for Jesus To Come 
(Mark 13:24-37) 


(Welcome and introduce newgomers.) 


ODAY we'll ask Helen to draw a pic- 

ture from the Treasure Chest and 
show it to the class. She may ask any- 
one she wishes to tell what it is. 


Yes, it is a dog, a watchdog. Ronny 
what do watchdogs do? That’s right, 
they guard the house. And they bite 
tramps and burglars. Also they wait 
to welcome children when they come 
home from school. Dogs really have a 
work to do. 


Jesus told His friends in our lesson 
today that they must be like dogs, and 
watch. . 


For whom must they watch? Can any- 
one tell? It is someone who went away 
from them but who promised to come 
back. We sang about Him last Sunday. 


Yes, it was Jesus, our Saviour. The 
disciples watched for Him, but He did 
not come then. A long time has passed 
and He has not come yet. So we, too, 
must — what? 

Now we are not only to watch for the 
Lord Jesus to come, but there are things 
about us we must watch. Shall we count 
them on our fingers? Our minds, eyes, 
ears, tongues, hands, and feet. What 
a lot of watching! 

Yes, the door of our mind must be 
kept shut so bad, angry thoughts can- 
not get in. And our tongues have to 
be watched or they will— what? What 
might our hands do if they are not 
watched? Our feet? 

All these things God has given us as 
servants to help us do His work. But 
they sure need watching — and — 


Something else. Listen to our Mem- 
ory Verse’ (Mark 13:33) and see if you 
can tell what that something else is that 
we are to do. 


Now suppose we all stand up. We'll 
march around the room and as our right 
feet hit the floor, we'll say, “Watch,” and 
as the left feet come down, we'll say, 
“Pray.” Ready? 

That will help us remember that it is 
important to watch and pray. 

Now we'll have our picture as soon 
as I read 1 Thessalonians 5:16 and 17. 
Listen with stand-up ears and see how 
much of it you can understand. Tell 
me when I am finished reading. It is 
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wonderful — the things that are going to 
happen to us some day. 

All right, Carl, where is that box-of 
dirt you brought for us? Set it here 
on my table, please. 

Alice, did you get that bag of nails? 

(Pupils may be asked individually 
during the week to bring object lesson 
material.) 

Betty, will you look into the Treas- 
ure Chest for a magnet? 

First, we'll paste this picture of the 
Lord Jesus onto the magnet so we can 
remember it stands for Him. The dirt 
is the earth where we live, and the nails 
are Christian people. See, they are tall 
and short, little and big. Some are dead, 
so Dick will bury them in the dirt. Many 
are alive, so Jean will stand other nails 
up in the box. 

Now Jesus is coming back just as this 
magnet comes down through the air. 
It draws nearer and nearer the earth. 
Christian people are watching for Him 
to come, 

See what happens? The nails jump 
into the air to meet the magnet. I'll 
take these live nails away now, and we'll 
see what the dead nails do. They come 
jumping through the ground, too. 

So you and I, if we are really Chris- 
tians, will go up to meet. Jesus when 
He comes. And we'll have:such a happy 
time with Him forever and ever. 

Let’s sing, “Isn’t It Grand To Be a 
Christian?” (Pinebrook Choruses No. 2, 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., 35 cents.) 


FORESTVILLE, N. Y. 
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Illustrating the Lesson 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
diti hich 
iustr Eo Layee age FT "aay be Wy -- 
e Times for 10 cents. $2 is paid for each 
Hlustration accepted, and for Foe Dents one. 
Tilustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip) from earlier ‘Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
en the printed lesson text. Because of = 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

It May Be Today!—Take ye heed, 
watch and pray: for ye know not when 
the time is (Mark 13:33, Golden Text). 
A traveler in Italy arrived at the Villa 
Areconati, in the “beauty spot” of the 
Italian Alps, and was conducted through 
the exquisite garden by the gardener. 
“How long have you been here?” the 
traveler asked. “Twenty-five years.” 
“And how often has the owner been to 
see the estate?” “Four times.” “When 
did he come last?” “Twelve years ago.” 
“He writes to you, I suppose?” “Never.” 
“Who comes, then, to look after mat- 
ters?” “I am left pretty much alone; 
very seldom do I see even a stranger.” 
“Yet you keep the garden so spic and 
span and in such apple-pie order that 
one would think you were expecting 
the owner tomorrow.” “Today, sir, to- 


day,” was the reply. All men should 
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live as if Drpectide the return of the 
Saviour today. “Watch therefore: for 
ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come.”—From Christian Digest. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert Vining, Franklin Square, 
} > # 


His Find—Heaven and earth shall 
pass away: but my words shall not pass 
away (Mark 13:31). An English dia- 
mond merchant, sending some gems to 
a trader in India, wrapped each one 
separately in sheets from the Gospel of 
John, an ideal wrapping. A Hindu, to 
whom one of these precious stones was 
sent, received with it what was infinitely 
more precious to him than the diamond 
which it covered —a leaf from the Book 
of Life; whereon he found the words: 
“God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should . . . have ever- 
lasting life.” He was astounded. He 
spoke to many about his “find,” and 
constantly inquired, “Why did I not 
know this before?” The Word grew 
in his heart, by the power of God’s 
Spirit. “Surely, this means me; this 
salvation is for me.” By faith he ac- 
cepted it; he told others of it, until, 
when a European missionary went to 
that place, expecting to find only 
heathen, he found a large gathering of 
Indian Christians—From Religious Di- 
gest. Sent by Laura Emerson, Marion, 
Ind. 


Feet Untangled.—Of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man (Mafk. 13:32). 
To recognize the approach of the “day 
of the Lord” is expected of all believers. 
Just as certainly they are warned that 
they will-not know the day or the hour. 
The good effect of this expectation is 
illustrated by the aged colored man who, 
when asked as to what value his belief 
in_Christ’s soon coming was in his life, 
said, “I’m sitting with my feet untangled.” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 


Remember !—Watch ye therefore: for 
ye know not when the master of the 
house cometh (Mark 13:35). In Southern 
France there is a little crossroads vil- 
lage; it has only a few houses. Shortly 
after it had been taken by French forces 
in the invasion of Southern France; a 
news correspondent saw a French girl 
Standing in the midst of the wreckage of 
“houses and military equipment. She was 
holding a pamphlet. entitled “Remem- 
ber.” On it were printed in color the 
flags of France, the United States, and 
Great Britain. The girl said, “I have 
kept this for four years. I never believed 
it would come true. Today it has. I 
still think it must be a dream. This 
leaflet, dropped by an airplane four 
years ago, gave us courage.” (It had the 
date 1942, but two years must have 
seemed like four to her.) “See,” she 
said, “it reminds us of 1918, and says 
‘it will happen again.’” Several cen- 
turies ago there came to the earth one 
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whose name was Jesus. What He did 
and what He said have never been for- 
gotten; His name is “Wonderful.” To-* 
day His name is known around the 
world; in hundreds of languages and 
dialects prayer is made in His name. 
Among His words were these: “I shall 
come again” (John 14:3). It seems that 
so many years have passed since He 
said this, people wonder at times if He 
really is coming again. Some have risen 
to scoff and say, “Where is the promise 
of His coming?” But year after year the 
cry has rung out to men and women, 
“Remember” and “Watch!” And if the 
word of the Allies to the French people 
has been fulfilled again, how much more 
true is the word of the Son of God, that 
He will return. “The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise. ... But the day 
of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night. . . . We, according to his promise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness” (2 Pet. 
3:9-13) —From Essex. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Laconia, N. H. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


Not Until She Was Safe.—Lest com- 
ing suddenly he find you sleeping (Mark 
13:36). One young girl, who was be- 
coming anxious about her soul, occupied 
the same room as a Christian girl, and 
was unaware of the arrangement. As 
she began to rouse herself at early dawn 
she looked for her companion, but she 
was gone. She remembered that they 
retired together on the previous eve- 
ning, but. now the place was vacant, and 
she knew not whither her friend had 
gone. She remembered the words of 
the preacher on the previous day, “One 
shall be taken, and the otper left.” She 
stayed not to dress, but went into the 
next room, and as she looked from room 
to room she saw that all who loved the 
Lord Jesus were missing, and the un- 
saved ones were left. She knew not 
what to do; some of the others slept on 
in indifference, but she anxiously 
searched the house. At last she found 
the little prayer meeting where they 
were, and with mingled relief and sor- 
row exclaimed, “I will not leave you 
again until -I know that I am safe if 
the Lord doeg come,!”—From the Chris- 
tian Graphic. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


Ghe questions are on page 368) 


1. Not the Rapture (the coming of Christ 
for His Church) is referred to in this pas- 
sage, but the coming, after the Tribulation, 
when the Lord Jesus, the Son of man, will 
come in His great power and glory. 


2. This was revealed by the Apostle Paul 
in his Epistles. (See 1 Cor. 15:51, 52; 1 
Thess. 4:14-17.) 


3. In Revelation 19:11-16. : 


4. In Revelation 8, in the account of the 
trumpet judgments, we find more light on 
the unnatural happenings in the heavens 
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just before the coming of the Son of man. 


5. The word “elect” in this case refers 
to Israel, for they will be the believing rem- 
nant in the time .of Tribulation. 


6. The Jewish disciples understood that 
the fig tree stood for Israel (cf. Hos. 9:10; 
Joel 1:7, 12; 2:22; Nah. 3:12; Zech. 3:10). 
Therefore, it is the -budding of the nation 
Israel into leaf and fruit that is a sign of 
the soon coming of Christ as- King. It is 
only as the Israelites return to their land 
in belief that they will bear fruit for the 
Lord. The present movement in that direc- 
tion is a sort of preliminary sign — the 
budding of the leaf, perhaps, but not of 
the fruit. 


7. The Greek word genea in its primary 
meaning signifie “race’’ or “family.” The 
Lord, then, was saying that this generation 
(race — Israel) shall not pass till all these 
things be done. The Jewish race will exist 
as it has miraculously existed until God 
fulfills all of His Word. 


8. It can be explained only by looking at 
the one who is wholly God and wholly man, 
our Lord: as God He knew that day ‘and 
that hour; as man He chose not to know it 
—to limit Himself. 


9. That he may be alert and watching: 
“to serve the living and true God; and to 
wait for his Son from heaven’ (1 Thess. 1: 
9, 10). 


10. The four times given are the times ef 
the four night watches: “at even” — from 
sunset until 9 o’lock; “at midnight” — from 


9 until 12; “at cockcrowing’” —from 12 to 
3 a.m.; “or in the morning” —from 3 until 
sunrise. 

West CoLiincswoop, N. J. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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3. Service As the Christian Invests It 
(Matt. 16:24-26; 25:14-30) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


S WE have seen in two earlier topics 
in this series on partnership with 
God, it is necessary that each member 
‘of a partnership make a definite invest- 
ment, if the venture is to be a success. 
God has invested unlimited resources, 
and has given us strength and ability. 
He has’ promised direction and equip- 
ment and power. 
investment of devotion, substance, and 
service. This week we are to think 
particularly about the service we are to 
give. Let us look at it first from God’s 
viewpoint, and then see what our re- 
sponse should be. 
ye e 
1. Christian service is God-planned 
(Eph. 2:10). It is not haphazard, di- 
rected first here and then there, wher- 
ever impulse may send us, or where it 
may be convenient at the moment. God 
has a definite plan for each life. His 
plan for you is different from every 
other plan, and it includes the “good 
works” that.he designed for you, and 


He expects of us an. 
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expects of you. Our responsibility is 
to ask God to show us His way, and to 
trust Him to reveal it to us. 
we 

2. The Christian’s service is “good” 
(Eph. 2:10). God does not intend us to 
be failures. He may have to let some 
of us fail, at times, to teach us needed 
lessons, but He intends that the service 
He has designed for us should be com- 
pleted, efficiently and successfully. 


b 3 
3. Christian service is always reason- 
able (Rom. 12:1; Matt. 25:15). God 


knows our capabilities far better than 
we know them ourselves. He places 
at our disposal all His resources of wis- 
dom, skill, strength, and courage, and 
He does not ask of us anything that is 
impossible or unfair. 


od 


4. Christian service is self-denying 
(Matt. 16:24-26). This means more than 
merely giving up a few trifles for the 
sake of the Lord Jesus. It means deny- 
ing self —being willing to turn away 
from self-plans, self-ambitions, self-will, 
and self-indulgence in order to choose 
His infinitely better way. In so doing, 
we choose the way that will make us 
infinitely more happy, arid that will sat- 
isfy our innermost desires far better 
than any way of our choosing could 
possibly do. 

we 


5. Christian service is a stewardship. 
It is not a matter of mere impulse, or 
something to do when we have nothing 
else that is more interesting. We are 
not our own, for we are bought with 
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FOR YOUR FLANNEI 


ever told, 


COLORED, '@ MOUNTED @ READY TO USE 
Bach with evangelistic application 
'@ THE SHEPHERD PSALM. A lovely adaptation of the world’s Best 


@ D-DAY IN EGYPT. An unusual treatment of the Passover story. 
@ THE FIRST CHRISTMAS. Unique interpretation of the sweetest story 


@ HE IS RISEN. An interesting application of the Easter story. 


At most religious book stores 


——, CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Ine = 
1517 N. Third Street Harrisburg, Pa. 


BOARD 













Each, $1.00 _ 
THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
No. 1, Earlier events of Jesus’ 
life. 10 lessons. 
No. 2. Parables and later events. 
10 lessons. 
Each, $2.00 


THE CREATION AND OLD 
TESTAMENT STORIES 
No. 1. Creation through Jacob. 


No, 2. > Elijah, 

0s 24 pt through j 10 

No. 8. Hiijeh to Life of Christ, 
10 lessons. 

Each, $2.00 
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IGHLY aferedited 

four-year training 
for college entrance. 
Helpful associates, and 
inspiring Christian 
teachers. Wholesome 
social, athletic, and 
extra-curricular activ- 
ities. Address Office 
of The Principal, 
Desk TP 447 


PARATORS 





* teseed, Son eed, I 





Departments: 
training school 1. SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
++. thorough —Diploma courses in 


Theology,Missions, Christ- 
ian Education, Church 


evangelism Secretarial 
600 Bible-centered 2. COLLEGE OF BIBLE 
AND THEOLOGY 
‘ried 2 tehtad eal 
of Bible; Bac 
for veterans’ of Religious Education. 
en ae 3. SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
pee anvivs 4.SCHOOL OF EX- 
wpon rogues TENSION STUDY. 


: 
& 


Address FORT WAYNE 
BIBLE INSTITUTE 
3820 So. Wayne Ave.,Dept. ST FortWayne 6, Ind. 
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a price (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). God has bought 
us, and equipped us, and empowered us, 
and He expects us to invest what He has 
placed im our hands so that it may mul- 
tiply, and bear fruit (Matt. 25: 14-20; 
John 15:5, 8). 

4 


From the viewpoint of the believer, 
we may see five more important prin- 
ciples regarding Christian service: 

1. It is to be undivided (Matt. 6:24). 
We cannot hope to serve God pleasingly, 
and at the same time serve self or Satan. 
God wants our whole selves (Rom. 12: 
1, 2), in order that He may fill us com- 
pletely with His power, and joy, and 
peace, and blessing. 


2. Our Christian serviee is to be 
worthy (Eph. 4:1-3), and we find this 
worthiness defined by four significant 
words — lowliness, meekness, longsuffer- 
ing, and forbearance. 


3. Our Christian service is to be fruit- 
ful. God has provided all that is neces- 
sary for fruit-bearing, and He expects 
to see fruit in the life of each of His 
servants. Read Galatians 5:22, 23 for a 
picture of this sevenfold fruit. 


4. Christian service is to be accom- 
panied by an increase in the knowledge 
of God (Col. 1:10). If we do not know 
the Lord Jesus better than we did last 
week, or last year, we can well ques- 
tion the effectiveness of our Christian 
service. 





Let us send you literature telling how thousands of Testaments and Gospels are | 


AT MY SON!” 


“He not only reads his New Testament 


regularly, but he also is interesting others [fj 
So writes one mother ff 


to read it, too.” 
whose eleven-year-old boy recently ac- | 
cepted Christ as his Saviour and pledged 
himself to read his Bible daily — through | 
the efforts of a businessman, himself an 


enthusiastic member of The Pocket Testa- | | 


ment League. 


This businessman, typical of other mem- | 


bers of The Pocket Testament League, has 


won all the boys of his Sunday school [jf 


class to Christ. 


supplied to Sunday school pupils, high school and college students, patients and 
nurses, soldiers, prisoners, and others. You can aid in this evangelistic work with 


your prayers and your gifts. 


THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc. 
° National Headquarters 


186 Fifth Avenue - 





2 New York 10, N. V. 
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5. Christian service is to be faithful 
and untiring (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). There is 
no such thing as retirement for the true 
servant of God. He may, through force 
of physical limitations, find it necessary 
to change his field of Christian service, 
but no child of God is so handicapped 
or circumscribed that he or she cannot 
find an outlet for true Christian service. 
Some of the most zealous soul-winners 
and prayer warriors have for years been 
shut-ins, confined to beds of pain, and 
yet have given a radiant witness for 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

ye ° 

Finally, for our encouragement and 
inspiration, we showld understand that 
consecrated and Spirit-filled Christian 
service will (1) be rewarded, and (2) 
will be effective. Some of the rewards 
may come in this life. But we may be 
certain that, in the life to come, God will 
abundantly recognize and reward faith- 
ful stewardship (Matt. 25: 20-29; Heb. 6: 
10). We have also His promise of cer- 
tain and sure results. We may not al- 
ways get to see the results of our Chris- 
tian service in this life, but we have 
God’s own promise that the work He 
has begun in our hearts He will “per- 
fect,” or complete (Phil. 9:6), if we are 
willing to keep our hands off the wheel, 
and let him direct us into the good works 
He has designed for us. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Children at Home 


Rama's New Home 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


HE bells on the neck of the big ox 
tinkled, tinkled, as Gobind Ram 
drove it and guided the clumsy plow 
through the field. An Indian plow is 
a very crude sort of thing; it barely 
saratches the surface of the ground. 
Parbati, Gobind Ram’s wife, followed 
the plow, dropping the seed into the 
shallow furrows. It was hard, hot work, 
and they were both glad when the sun 
began to set and they could go back 
to their home. } 
Three-year-old Rama ran out to meet 
his mother. His grandmother had been 
looking after him, and had cooked fra- 
grant, spicy vegetables to eat with the 
usual flat cakes of bread. 
“Light of my eyes!” cried Parbati. 
“Have you been a good boy?” 

“Good boy, indeed! He’s been under 
my feet all day, and he woke up the 
y,” grumbled the grandmother. 

arbati took the baby, to feed her. 
Rama ran out to the well to watch his 
father and the other men bathe, As 
they splashed cold water over their 
bodies one man looked at Rama’s father, 

“What is that spot on your back?” he 
asked. - 
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“What spot?” asked Gobind Ram. “It’s 
nothing. It doesn’t hurt.” 

“It looks to me like something,” said 
the other. “My son-in-law’s cousin had 
a spot like that on his back, and it 
didn’t hurt, either. But it grew, and 
grew, and turned out to be leprosy.” 

“Leprosy !” exclaimed Gobind Ram. 
“May the gods spare me!” 

“Near the city of Kolpur, ten miles 
from here, is a place for lepers to be 
cared for. My son-in-law’s cousin went 
there. You had better go, too, Brother.” 

“To that place! No! Don’t listen to 
him,” broke in another man. “That 
place is in charge of the Christians.” 

“The Christians? Who are they?” 
asked Gobind Ram. 

“Don’t you know? They are the peo- 
ple who eat with the outcastes; those ‘un- 
touchables’ whose very shadow must 
not fall on us Hindus.” 

“I hear they snatch away the lepers’ 
children, and they never see them 
again,” someon@ else suggested. 

“That is not true,” said the first man. 
“They do have a separate home for the 
lepers’ children, but they care for them 
with kindness. It is my advice, Gobind 
Ram, that you go % that place at once, 
and see what the doctor says. Do you 
want to sit begging by the roadside, 
like thousands pf other lepers?” 

“May the gods spare me!” said Gobind 
Ram again. 

He picked up his small son and went 
to the house. He didn’t feel hungry. 
Was he really a leper? 

He told Parbati about it. 

“No!” exclaimed Parbati. 
be a q 

“There is, I hear,” said Gobind Ram, 
“a place where lepers are cared for. I 
am going there, to ask the doctor about 
this.” 

“I shall go, too,” said Parbati. “Your 
honored older brother will take care of 
Grandmother.” 

Early the next day, then, Gobind Ram, 
with Rama perched on his shoulder, and 
Parbati following behind, the baby in 
her arms, traveled down the long, dusty 
road to the leper asylum. 

It did not take the doctor long to de- 
cide. . 

“Yes, I am sorry to say you have lep- 
rosy,” he told Gobind Ram. “It will be 
best for you to stay right here.” 

“I am staying, too,” said Parbati. 

“But the children—they should not 
stay with you,” said the doctor. “They, 
too, are likely to become lepers.” 

“It is the will of the gods if they 
become lepers,” said Parbati. “There is 
nothing we can do.” 

“Indeed there is,” insisted the doc- 
tor. “Leprosy is a contagious disease, 
and children often get it from their par- 
ents. We have a nice home here for 
the children. It would be much better 
for Rama and the baby if you would let 
them stay there with the other children.” 
“And we would never see our chil- 


“It cannot 







THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


dren again!” cried Parbati. “How can 
we do such a thing?” 

“Of course you may see them often. 
Come with me, and I will show you 
the home for children,” suggested the 
doctor. 

Parbati hugged the baby tighter, took 
hold of Rama’s hand, and with Gobind 
Ram went to see the home for children. 

It was a lovely place. A big play- 
ground surrounded the house, with big 
shade trees, and swings and see-saws. 
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College Graduates 


Christian education on all levels and in all 
areas of knowledge will become a reality 
only when educated Christians are united 
in the effort to formulate the principles of 
true Christian education. You may hp 
by applying for membership in: 


The Inter-Collegiate Gospel Fellowship, 


INCORPORATED 
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Che Early 
Hruitage 


(No. 2 of a series) 


Invest in a sane and safe Amer- 
ica. The National W.C.T.U. 
with 21 active départments, and 
subsidiary organizations in every 
state, still aggressively opposes 
the liquor trafic. A Life Annuity 


Contract wit the Union is an 





exc gly safe i ent. It 
insures a promptly paid Gxed in- 
come for life. Saves many ad- 


ministration costs and inheritance’ 
taxes. Prevents misuse of funds 
after death. And makes you a 
present and future partner in 
our tremendous nation-wide in- 
fluence for God and righteous- 
ness. You may also remember 
the Union by bequest in a last 
will and testament, For full 
particulars, write direct to Office 
of the Treasurer, Box T 447 


NATIONAL. . - 
WOMAN’S CHRISTIAN 





FOR GOD AND HOME 


TEMPERANCE UNION 
HEADQUARTERS: 1730 CHICAGO AVENUE, EVANSTON, ILLINOIS, U. S. A. 


AND NATIVE 


The first saloon closed by Crusade methods. 
“‘He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."" Ps. 
126:6. 


As they left the tavern, Mrs. Delecta 


Barbour Lewis related to her son the 
saloonkeeper’s promise. But poor little Dio, 
ill fed and pitifully clad, still felt that, 
while liquor was to be had, his father 
would secure it. In his boyish misery, he 
prayed that the earth might open her 
mouth and swallow the saloon. But God 
had a wiser way—not earthquake, or wind, 
or fire—only “a still small voice!” 


Next morning early, Dio went down 
to look at his old enemy, the saloon. And 
lo! a miracle had happened! He rushed 
back shouting: “Mother, the saloon’s shut 
up!” Mrs. Lewis followed him to see, and 
met the saloonkeeper himself on the street. 


As they shook hands again, he said: 
“Madam, I told you yesterday I would not 
sell your husband another drop of drink. 
But after you were gone, I found I couldn't 
sell anyone else’s husband, or son, or 
brother. So I’ve broken up the liquor bot- 
tles and smashed in the barrels; and there 
isn’t a drop of drink left in this entire 
settlement.” 


The sequel—hetter food and clothing, 


happier homes, and higher educational priv- 
ileges—soon manifested itself in that little 
village. Dio himself was sent to a leading 
University,.and became Dr. Dio Lewis, one 
of America’s best known physicians, Years 
passed. The hands that held the Bible that 
day in the saloon had crumbled to dust. 
The lips that uttered that passionate prayer 
were sealed in death. But through her 
famous son, the godly mother still lived on. 












Frances E. Willard 
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NATIONAL 


BIBLE INSTITU It 


Geentity Susention, "Uns ainte Yoder” 
Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 
dip high school graduation. 
"Write for catalog. 


ager the Gospel OUT 


Is the ‘‘End Time” 
proaching? Then let us s work to get 
the Gospel OUT and the harvest 
Ours is the task of sowing the Seed. 
Write today for ag 4 Semple Packet of 
n 








cards and tracts — id . A ing, 
convicting . . ager! accepted Sin- 
other su 


sou A 
personal Evan¢gelizing. Write 


Dept, T * 
FAITH, PRAYERS TRACTLEAGUE, cnano Karws., mice. 


Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Lym ag by Chapter. 





ver Sunder, Schools, Bible Classes, 
5 issionary Socie- 

ties, = Bible Schools, Prayer 

Meetings, and Home Study. 

Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 


THE INDIA MISSION 


412 West 8th Street, Elyria, Ohio 
a Seul-Wiesiog, Oat Bible- b's" Faitines” Mission 
tn Hyderabad state and Central Provinces 
Bible Schools Training Native Evangelists 
A in field of the Lord's provision 
Write for fuller information. 
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A motherly woman and a nurse took 
good care of the little children and wee 
babies. The older children were in 
school, but after school they would come 
back to their home. 

“It will be better for Rama and the 
baby to be here,” decided Gobind Ram. 

“As you say,” sighed Parbati. 

The leper asylum and the home for 
children are, true enough, managed by 
Christians. Gobind Ram and his family 
were Hindus. It did not take them long, 
however, to learn the songs the Chris- 
tians sang, and they liked to hear the 
Bible stories the evangelist told. Soon 
they were going to the church’ services 
with the others, especially since after 
the services the children were allowed 
to visit with their fathers and mothers. 

“It is not true,” said Gobind Ram one 
day. 

“What is not true?” asked Parbati. 

“It is not true what that man in the 
village said about the,Christians. They 
do not snatch away our children so 
we never see them again. They are 
good People, and have been very kind 
to us.” 

“Perhaps it is because they vietinte 
the one they call Jesus. He was kind,” 
answered Parbati. “He went about do- 
ing good.” 

“It may be,” agreed Gobind Ram. 

“That was a strange thing our Rama 
said the: other day.” 

“What?” asked Gobind Ram. 

“Something the housemother had 
taught him from the Christians’ Book,” 
said Parbati. “‘God is love,’ he told 
me. Never did I hear the like.” 

“No, the gods are cruel, and we must 
fear them,” said Gobind Ram. 

Gobind Ram has been in the leper 
asylum for some years. The treatment 
given him has so helped that the doc- 
tors hope some day he may be really 
cured. With other lepers he has been 
busy and happy keeping chickens, mak- 
ing gardens, and even plowing the farm 
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Guaranteed 


ANNUITIES 


A LIFE INCOME WITH SAFETY 
A SHARE IN RELIGIOUS AND CHARITABLE WORK 


Learn how you may receive a life income that is safe, dependable 
and regular and how your money will help The Salvation Army 
minister to the physical and spiritual needs of those less fortunate. 

Annuities are issued under the supervision of the New York State 
Insurance Dept. Annual Incomes up to 7%, depending upon age. 


Write for booklet 14 
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THE SALVATION ARMY. 130 W. 14th St. New York 11.N Y 
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which provides most of the food for the 
lepers. Best of all, he and Parbati are 
learning to know and love the Lord 
Jesus. 

The baby is hardly a baby now. , She 
sings and plays and is almost ready for 
school. As for Rama, he is a big boy, 
eight years old, proud and happy that 
he can go to the mission school with 
other boys in the city. You should hear 
him recite the Bible stories he is taught 
there by the Christian Bible teacher! 
There are probably bigger boys in Amer- 
ica who cannot do so well! 


NEW WILMINTON, Pa, 
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The Sunday School Times 
’ Index and Binder 


HE Index of the contents of Tur 

Sunpay Scuoot Trmes for 1946 has 
now been issued. It is of the same size 
as a copy of the Trmgs, contains eight 
pages, and includes a “General Index of 
Titles,” and a “Classified Index,” which 
is subdivided into indexes to the Verse, - 
Editorials, Notes on Open Letters, Gen- 
eral Contributed Articles, Writers of 
Signed Articles, and the like. 


Copies of the Index for 1946 may be 
had for 15 cents each. ' 


A convenient cloth binder, which will 
hold the issues of the Tres for one 
year, may be had fof $1.25. It is so 
arranged that the reader can insert 
single copies of the Tmmes as they are 
received, or a whole year’s copies may 
be filed at one time. 


Orders for the Index or binder 
should be sent to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 

ye 


Evangelical International 
Lesson List for 1947 


‘LIST of the Evangelical Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons for 

the entire year 1947 has now been pre-, 
pared in convenient pamphlet form. 
This list shows the topics for each Sun- 
day, togethtr with the Supplementary 
Readings and the Golden Texts. And, 
in addition, Memory Verses for the Pri- 
mary Department have been suggested. 
It is of a size suitable for pocket or 
purse, and will be of convenience to 
teachers, superintendents, and Sunday 
school workers. The list may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, at ten cents a copy or $1 per 
dozen. Just ask for the 1947 Evangelical 
International Sunday School Lesson List. 
This is, of course, an entirely distinct 
“and different lesson list from that pub- 
lished for the International Uniform 
Lessons, which list has already been 
announced, and is still available at the 
same prices as given above. 
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add 50 cents per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
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The Summer Institute of Linguistics 





HE fourteenth annual session- of 

Camp Wycliffe will be held from 
June 9 to August 22 this year on the 
campus of the University of Oklahoma, 
at Norman, Okla. The Canadian branch 
will be held at Caron, Sask., from June 
23 through September 5. 

To missionary candidates of all de- 
nominations *the Summer Institute of 
Linguistics offers intensive specialized 
study in: 


Phonetics and alphabet construction 
Word formation and syntax 
Techniques of Bible translation 
Methods of teaching people to read 
Ethnology 


The University of Oklahoma extends 
graduate and undergraduate accrediting 
for these courses, thus making it pos- 
sible for students who have not yet 
finished their training to profit also in 
the completion of their academic pro- 
gram. , 

Many Trmes readers will remember 
that the late L. L. Legters was one of 
the founders of Camp Wycliffe. It is 
now under the direction of W. Cameron 
Townsend, Eugene A. Nida, A.M., Ph.D., 
and Kenneth L. Pike, Th.B., Ph.D. The 
faculty consists of seven other members 
besides Drs. Nida and Pike. ’ 
A catalogue, giving full information 
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REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 
Open throughout year 
Please refer to this ad 
TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 


VOCAL SHEET MUSIC 


“Twilight,” 25 cents. Heard over foreign station. 
. lishman wanted 500 copies! f 
“Harps of Gold,” 35 cents. 
Harris-Stebbins-Gabriel folder, 15 cents. 
“In Memoriam” (mother), 30 cents. 

Satisfaction, or money refunded. 


FRANK COTTINGHAM 532 Ryerson Ave., Elgin, Illinois 


-—“Our Daily Trials”— 


Did you enjoy these messages as recently pub- 
lished work a week*in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times? Now available in book form, attractively 


Prayer SvuccesTions: “So Mephibo- _Now : 
sheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat a hE By 4 i 7s 
continually at the king’s table; and he today. 80 pages. 75 cents. 
was lame on both his feet.” God’s kind- AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
ness moved David to show kindness to £1 West 46th Stret Now Vo 19, 0. ¥ 
the son of his friend Jonathan. So God 
the Father, for the sake of His only be- 
gotten Son, has shown infinite kindness 
to us in saving us with a great and 
glorious salvation. Let all who have 
received grace realize how great debtors 
we are to our Lord Jesus. Pray for the 
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about the Institute, may be obtained on 
request from the Wycliffe Bible Trans- 
lators, Inc., 1305 N. Louise St., Glendale 
7, Calif. 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 








Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. ™ 


April 21 to 27 


Mon.—2 Samuel 9:1-7, 13. 
David’s Care of Jonathan’s Son. 
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Old Fashioned Revival Hour Quartet — 
PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 
Now available! Ask for them at your favorite 


religious book store. Or write for list of 
selections and prices to 


GOSPEL QUARTET 
P. O. Box 747 Dept.SS Hollywood 28, California 


“HERE’S HOW" 


The fascinating and completely different 
tract booklet which is turning scores of 
souls to Christ. Considered by many 
Christians to be the greatest and most 
effective salvation tract in print. 

25 for $1.10, 100 for $3 


THE LIFE MESSENGERS, Box 515, Seattle, Wash. 














On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
ef advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of impertance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help ef 
these columns? 























The BIBLE in the Age-of SCIENCE 


By O. E. Sanden — Just the book for any whose 
faith is assailed by "oppositions of s falsely 
so called." 141 pages; cloth‘cover, $1.50. 
your local bookstore, or order direct. 

Moody Press @ 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill. 


CcCIENceE 


From 


Lire 








The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 











INDIA’S PEOPLES will not enjoy FULL FREEDOM 


until they know Christ Jesus as their Saviour 


In spite of recurring riots and stubborn opposition, 
our missionaries report cheering results! 


The Gospel is preached — Souls are being saved 


Ceylon and India General Mission _ 
128 S. Lombard Avenue Oak Park, Illinois 
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Send for sample copy of our informative quarterly magazine 
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Africa Inland Mission, 373 Carlton Ave- 
nue, Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 
Tues.—1 Kings 4:29-34. 
The Wisdom of Solomon. 
Prayer Succestions: “God gave Solo- 
mon wisdom and understanding exceed. 
ing much, and largeness of heart, even 
as the sand that is on the sea shore.” 
The seeming extravagance of these 
words of Holy Scripture is not so when 
we consider the effects of Solomon’s 
God-given wisdom in time and eternity. 
All men now are beneficiaries of his 
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wisdom. Quotations from the Proverbs 
are found everywhere. That his wis- 
dom excels that of all men, even the 
wisest men of these supposedly wisest 
times, is evident to all who try to write 
proverbs. Pray for Russia. 
Wea.—1 Kings 3:4-9. 
Selomon’s Choice of Wisdom. 
Prayer Succestions: “I am but a little 
child: I know not how to go out or come 
in. . . . Give therefore thy servant an 
understanding heart.” Solomon’s prayer 
for. divine wisdom for his duty as king 
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Features and 

Advantages 

am ® 352 pages of old fa- 
@ vorites, new numbers 
and new arrangements. 
im ® Strong evangelical 
appeal in musical num- 
bers and well chosen 
Scripture readings. 

® Topic index of read- 
ings—exclusive feature, 
® General index and 
topical index 


gre? 


Dow't miss this opportunity to test this new surprising 
song book now ready after years of planning and research. 















Sample of 
Satisfies 


Name 


> 
TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 382 D-7 No. Waller Ave., Chicago 44, Ii. 
Gentlemen: As we need new 
“Tabernacle Hymns Number Four’’—the Song 


(ear out and mail coupon for FREE sample copy today. - 
Build your ‘Advance’ program around 
this book of amazing power—the latest and 
best of the Tabernacle Series. Outstrips its 
predecessors—embraces a wider range of 
spiritual experience and more richly empha- 
sizes. fundamental truths. “The grandest 
book I’ve ever seen in my ministry,” writes 
one pastor. Hundreds echo his acclaim. 







pooks in our Church please send us FREE 
Book of the Nation. 









young 
end old—an ‘all- 


purpose book for Address 





every ute. At- 
trective cloth 
cover, strongly 





Chureh and 
Denomination 


I am CJ Pastor, () Superintendent, or. 












bound. Price only 
$80.00 a 100, not 


prepaid. Deion 


Expect to buy new song books. (date) 
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was born of humility, and it pleased the 
Lord, Desire to please God and benefit 
mankind showed that he had a heart to 
please God in his office. Our character 
is also revealed in our desires. The lust 
for power and wealth shows deep-down 
selfishness. The desire to be good and 
useful reveals deep-down benevolence. 
What you are is indicated in your long- 
ings. Pray for the China Inland Mission, 
237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 5:2-5, 13-18, 
Materials for the Temple. 
Prayer Succestions: “An house unto 
the name of the Lord.” Three kings pro- 
vided the materials for the Temple of 
Solomon. David prepared with all his 
might; Hiram provided the cedar trees, 
and Solomon other essentials. Thus they 
brought their riches into use for the 
house of the Lord. “Kings” from the 
East brought presents to the greater 
than Solomon. What have we to offer 
for the advancement of Christ’s work 
of building His Church? Pray for the 
British Syrian Mission, 50 The Lindens, 
Bain Ave., Toronto, Can. 
Fri.—1 Kings 10:14, 15, 22-27. 
The Splendor of Sol 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Solomon ex- 
ceeded all the kings of the earth for 
riches and for wisdom.” The,Bible uses 
very impressive words in describing the 
wisdom and greatness of Solomon. But 
what is said is always within the circle 
of truth. Think lightly of all who be- 
little the wisest man in this world. Some 
modern “kings” would do well to copy 
the Proverbs of Solomon. (See Prov. 
25:1.) Folly is still set in great dignity. 
Pray for Southern Bible Testimony, Inc., 
Bryson City, N. C. 


Sat.—1 Kings 11:4-10. The Decline of Solomon. 
Prayer Succestions: “His heart was 
not perfect with the Lord his God.” 
Beware of backsliding. Solomon’s de- 
cline began where it begins with us all 
—in the heart. “His heart was not per- 
fect with the Lord his God. . . . Solo- 
mon ... went not fully after the Lord.” 
Keep. short accounts with God. Sleep 
not at night until the failures of the 
day have been confessed to God and 
pardoned. Pray for the Missionary Avi- 
ation Fellowship, Box 708, Los Angeles 
53. 
Sun.—Psalm 72:1-15. 
’ “He Shall Have Dominion.” 
Prayer Succestions: “He shall have 





dominion.” This Psalm for Solomon “= 


may be applied more largely to 
Christ, great David’s greater Son. ~~ 
When He reigns upon the throne of oo 
His father David, he shall deliver, 

redeem, be honored above all, and* 


His name shall endure forever, and, = 


all men shall be blessed in’ Him» ™ 


“Blessed be his glorious name for ~ = 
ever: and let the whole earth be filled - er 
with his glory; Amen, and Amen.” =~.~ 
Pray for Columbéa Bible College, Co- C2 
lumbia, S. C. me 
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